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PREFACE 


Inviting to Islam is an obligation on every Muslim, each one 
according to his knowledge and capabilities. However, many Muslims use 
certain excuses to evade fulfilling this obligation of theirs, such as: 


“There’s no need to invite non-Muslims to Islam 
because Islam spreads itself by itself,” 


“Non-Muslims already know the truth and don’t 
accept it only because of arrogance,” 


“Ym not a scholar and I don’t have enough 
knowledge,” 


“T have sins,” 


“Inviting to Islam causes fear, hatred, tensions, 
divisions and sectarianism,” 


“[’m shy and afraid, and fear suffering from a 
pain or a harm,” 


“We should first reform all the Muslims before 
we invite non-Muslims to Islam,” 


“T do not have free time,” 


“Inviting non-Muslims to Islam (da’wa) never 
works.” 


In this short book, I did my best to refute all these excuses 


and to prove that inviting non-Muslims to Islam is an obligation 
on all of us without an exception. 


If you know a Muslim who never invites his non-Muslim 


acquaintances to Islam because of one or more of these excuses, 
then this book may be a good gift for him and an on-going good 
work (hasana jaria) for me and you (in sha Allah). 


1. “THERE’S NO NEED TO INVITE NON- 
MUSLIMS TO ISLAM BECAUSE ISLAM 
SPREADS ITSELF BY ITSELF AND IS THE 
FASTEST-GROWING RELIGION IN THE 
WORLD” 


Is Islam really the fastest-growing religion in the world? 
And why is it bad to believe in this even though this is 
currently true? 


It’s true that, overall, Islam is the fastest-growing religion in the 
world. However, it’s wrong to say this and stop here because this will then 
have a big negative effect, which is that it will put us in an alarm-less 
mentality, and will make us relax and forget about our obligation and 
responsibility of spreading Islam. 


How? When someone tells you that Islam is the fastest-growing 
and stops here, it’s like he’s telling you (whether on purpose or not), 
“Islam is being attacked left and right, and the world has horrible images 
of it, yet it’s the fastest-growing religion in the world despite of all of this. 
This means what? You could relax because Islam spreads itself by itself 
and doesn’t need you at all.” 


Despite of the fact that Islam is the fastest-growing religion in the 
world, there are very important things that must be known by all Muslims: 


Muslims are a minority in the world 

Muslims are a minority in the world today. There are 5,000 million 
non-Muslims in the world today, and in the next few decades, this number 
is expected to increase by additional thousands of millions of non-Muslims 
or even become double the current number. 


Islam is not spreading in the non-Muslim-majority 
countries because of conversions 

Islam is spreading in the West (for example), not because of 
conversions, but because of birth-giving among Muslims and because of 
Islamic immigration. For example, there are about 50 million Muslims in 
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Europe today. Are they converts? No. Perhaps 99% of them are Muslim 
immigrants and descendants of Muslim immigrants. 


Birth rates among Muslims have been greatly declining in 
recent decades, and are expected to decline even more in 
the coming decades 


Islam is growing faster than any other religion, and by 2070, it 
will overtake Christianity as the world’s most prevalent religion. However, 
much of this projected growth for Islam is based on current birth rates, and 
birth rates drop every a few years. 


For example, the birth rates among Arab women have been halved 
over the past twenty years. Our grandparents used to have 6 or 8 children 
per family, our parents had 4, and now we barely have 2 or 3 children per 
family, not to mention that we are now getting married much later than our 
parents did, just as our parents got married much later than their parents 
did. 


The current fertility rate among Muslims is 3.1 children per 
woman, compared to 2.7 among Christians (for example), but this gap is 
closing every year. Also, the children that we beget are legitimate. That is, 
they don’t come before marriage takes place, and marriage is now delaying 
more and more every a few years. 


Whereas, in Christian countries (as is the case with many 
European countries today, if not most of them), almost half of the children 
that come to this world are illegitimate according to several official 
statistics. 


This also means that, for the non-Muslim, there’s no need for 
marriage to take place before he can start to beget children. Whereas, for 
the biggest portion of Muslims, marriage has to first take place before they 
can start to beget children. 


Also, today, for most Muslims, marriage takes place in the thirties, 
and it’s a requirement to beget children. Whereas, many non-Muslim 
couples start to beget children, out of wedlock, in their early 20s or even 
earlier because of illegitimate relationships and because marriage is not a 
requirement to beget children for them. 
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In the United States of America, for example, it’s not uncommon 
to find a high school (or even a secondary school) whose half of female 
students are pregnant because of illicit relationships. 


Also, many a times, one male impregnates more than one female 
at the same time because most men, in non-Muslim societies, are 
polygamous and have illicit relationships with several women every year 
according to statistics.! 


Whereas, polygamy in Muslim countries is almost non-existent, 
and when a male in Muslim countries gets married, this happens at a late 
age as I just mentioned, and only with one female. 


One-fourth of Muslims born in non-Muslim-majority 
countries leave Islam 


I don’t have an official statistic for this and I have not double- 
checked this information, but it’s said that one-fourth of Muslims that get 
born in non-Muslim-majority countries leave Islam. Many a times, even 
the ones who have been to a non-Muslim-majority country for only a few 
years, even if they don’t leave Islam, they turn into nominal Muslims only 
and live a lifestyle that’s filled with big sins, such as drinking alcohol, 
fornicating, smoking weed, taking off the hijab, going out with very 
exposing clothes (even the men), cutting ties with the family (especially 
the parents), and marrying non-Muslims, to the extent that, if you were to 
see them in streets, you wouldn’t recognize them as Muslims at all. 


Do you expect those nominal Muslims to beget Muslims? In the 
best scenario, they’ll most likely only beget Muslims who’ll be less 
religious (or less Muslim) than their parents. 


Millions of the Muslims that are born in Muslim-majority 
countries leave Islam every year 


For example, according to a study, approximately 2 million people 
leave Islam for Christianity every year in Indonesia alone, and Muslims, 


' For the sources and details of these and other statistics, refer to my book that’s about 
polygamy. 
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according to this study, are expected to become a minority there if this 
situation continues for only a few decades. 


In Africa, in 1900, there were only 8.7 million Christian brother 
and sister; as for now, there are 390 million, and it is expected that, by 
2025, there will be 600 million Christians in Africa. It’s also said that there 
are now 1.5 million churches in Africa. 


According to another study, 6 million Muslims leave Islam every 
year in Africa alone. And notice that we’ve not talked about the Muslims 
who leave Islam for atheism. In Egypt alone, it’s said that there are one 
million atheists now. 


Many of the Muslim converts leave Islam after a few years 


Many (it’s also said “most’’) of the converts who convert to Islam 
leave Islam after a few years. It is quite easy to become a Muslim; all one 
has to do is recite the shahada (i.e., the testimony of faith) and he 
immediately converts to Islam. 


But once he tells his non-Muslim acquaintances about his 
conversion, they flood him with questions that make him doubt his new 
religion and leave it due to not having stood on a firm ground, and I mean 
enough knowledge gained after in-depth researching and studying. 


Most Muslims in the world are cultural or nominal 
Muslims whom we cannot rely on in spreading Islam 


Just like most of the Christians (for example) in the world today 
are cultural or nominal Christians who don’t have enough enthusiasm or 
fervor to spread their religion, so are most of the Muslims.” 


? When I call most of the Muslims “cultural” or “nominal,” I don’t mean that they are non- 
Muslim, but only that their knowledge or practice of their religion is not enough to give 
them a fervor for spreading Islam. It’s true that most Muslims are conservative, and this is 
very great. However, piety or righteousness is only one requirement or aspect in Islam, not 
everything in Islam. Also, salah (righteousness) is one thing, and islah (reforming) is 
another thing in Islam, and just because a person is righteous, this does not necessarily 
make him a reformer. 
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Therefore, if you were to wait for someone whose last concern is 
spreading his religion to deliver the message of your religion, then no 
message will ever be delivered. 


If the millions of Muslims who are in your Muslim-majority city 
have not been able to convert the few thousand non-Muslims that have 
been living in your same city for centuries, then how are you expecting 
them (counting on them, or waiting for them) to deliver the message of 
Islam to those who live abroad and count in the thousands of millions? 


In case you have forgotten, there are 5,000 million non-Muslims 
abroad, and in the next few decades, this number is expected to increase 
by additional thousands of millions or even double. The responsibility is 
on each one of us, and no one should ever wait for anyone else. 


2. “THERE’S NO NEED TO INVITE NON- 
MUSLIMS TO ISLAM BECAUSE THEY 
ALREADY KNOW THE TRUTH AND DON’T 
ACCEPT IT ONLY BECAUSE OF ARROGANCE” 


Of course, this is not true at all, and I was very shocked and sad to 
know that many Muslims think this way. In case you did not know, there 
are millions of non-Muslims who do not even know what “the Qur’an”’ is, 
and when I say that they don’t know this, I don’t mean that they’ ve never 
read it, but that they don’t even know that it’s the name of our Holy Book. 


If you were to ask random non-Muslims in streets in non-Muslim 
countries if they’ve ever heard of “the Qur’an” or not, you’d be surprised 
how many of them would say that it’s the name of a city, a language or 
even an animal. 


What shocked me even more was when an old missionary, who 
has been inviting Muslims to Christianity for more than 50 years, once told 
me: he told me that I was the first Muslim to inform him that Muslims 
believed in Jesus Christ (#).° 


The moral of the story is that, just because something is self- 
evident to you, this does not necessarily mean that it is the same to others. 
Many people spend long years of their lives before they reach an answer 
or an information that has been self-evident to you ever since you were 
born. 


Electricity, for example, is now very self-evident and known to 
everyone, including kindergarten kids, but before this has come to be the 
case, how many thousands of years did it take humans to discover it? 


3 This does not necessarily mean that he did not know this information on his own. 
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3. “I CANNOT INVITE NON-MUSLIMS TO ISLAM 
BECAUSE I AM NOT A SCHOLAR AND I DO NOT 
HAVE ENOUGH KNOWLEDGE” 


Inviting to Islam is an obligation on every Muslim, whether 
he be a scholar or not 


Scholars are divided into two groups regarding whether da’wa is 
obligatory on all Muslims or only on scholars. Among the proofs that 
da’wa is obligatory on all Muslims (at least on the basic level that is) is 
the aya in which Allah has commanded us to cooperate with one another 
in doing what leads to righteousness and piety, and to not cooperate with 
one another in doing what leads to sin (wrongdoing) and offense.* 


This aya concerns all Muslims because, keeping silent at 
something wrong, or being happy with it, or not correcting it or stopping 
it, is like doing it too because this helps it spread more. 


And in another place, Allah said that if something wrong spreads 
in a town because its inhabitants have abandoned correcting it, Allah’s 
punishment will hit them all without an exception, not only the doers of 
the wrong: 
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And guard yourselves against a chastisement which won’t 
fall exclusively on those of you who are wrong-doers, and 
know that Allah is severe in punishment. (Qur’an 8:25)° 


Among the proofs, also, is the very famous hadeeth in which the 
Prophet (*) told us to deliver at least one aya from him. In other words, if 


4 See: Qur’an 5:2. 


> Refer to the scholars’ commentaries on this aya. Also, more of the dangers and 
consequences of not inviting to Islam have been mentioned in my other book that’s about 
this topic. 
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all you know is the story or meaning of one aya, tell your Muslim and non- 
Muslim acquaintances about it.® 


A few months before he passed away, and during his Farewell 
Pilgrimage, the Prophet (#) also commanded all of the Muslims who were 
in his presence to deliver the message to everyone not then present, and he 
didn’t make it conditional to become scholars before they could do that, 
nor did he say that he was addressing only the scholars among them: 


Let the witness [of this gathering] deliver [the message] 
to the absent.’ 


Another example of the proofs that da’wa is obligatory on all of 
the Muslims is the fact that there are 5,000 million non-Muslims in the 
world today and that this number may double in only a few decades. This 
huge number alone makes da’wa obligatory on each one of us. 


Another example is “the zakat (i.e., the obligatory charity) of 
knowledge” that is obligatory like any other type of zakats, and that gets 
paid off by doing da’wa, teaching, or spreading the good knowledge. 
Paying off this type of zakat also increases one’s knowledge like the zakat 
of money (for example) does to the money of the spender or payer. 


If you are not a scholar, you can use a scholar’s tongue or 
brain 


Even if da’wa is limited only to scholars, you can still invite using 
a scholar’s mind, tongue or knowledge. How? By distributing his recorded 
works to others, such as books, videos or audios. 


Or, for example, if you are a parent and want to teach your 
children about Islam, ask the sheikh or imam of the nearest masjid 
(mosque) to your home to give them classes about Islam at the masjid or 


® The word “aya” can refer to a verse of the Qur’an or a miracle of the Prophet, or any 
“sign” of the signs that prove Islam. 


7 Ahmad’s Mousnad, hadeeth 2036; Al-Boukhari’s Saheeh, hadeeths 1652, 1654, 6667; 
Muslim’s Saheeh, hadeeth 4400; Ibn Abi Sheeba’s Mousan-naf, hadeeth 37266; among 
others. 
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at your home. Teaching our children about Islam and increasing their 
knowledge about it is an example of da’wa. 


The knowledge of our Master Abu Bakr was much lesser 
than yours when he converted many of the Prophet’s 
greatest companions to Islam 


During the first few days of his conversion to Islam, our Master 
Abu Bakr (may Allah be pleased with him) had lesser knowledge about 
Islam than all of us because, at that time, there were no salats, almost no 
Qur’an, and almost nothing except for Towheed (i.e., Islamic 
monotheism). 


Despite of this, with the very little knowledge that he had, he 
brought five out of the ten promised-Paradise to Islam. At that time, what 
knowledge did he have except that worshipping idols is wrong and that 
Muhammad (#) is a messenger of Allah? 


Of course, the more knowledge one has, the more effective in 
da’wa he’ll be. But even with the basic knowledge that we currently have 
and that makes us Muslims, we can still invite non-Muslims to Islam 
because non-Muslims mostly ask only simple questions, like, “Why did 
Allah create us?” 


No non-Muslim will ever ask you, for example, “What are the 
Pillars (Arkan) of the Salat according to the Four Math-habs (the Four 
Schools of Thought)?” 


The day of perfect knowledge will never come 


If you’re waiting for the day on which you’ll wake up and find 
that your knowledge has become complete or perfect, this day will never 
come. In fact, if you one day wake up and feel this, then know that you 
have gone astray because perfection belongs to Allah alone and even the 
Prophet himself did not know everything and would be able to answer a 
question only after Allah would send him the answer through the Angel 
Jibreel (peace be upon him). 
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Did the Prophet tell his companions about the principals 
and branches of figh before they converted? 


Almost all of the convert companions of the Prophet (*) 
converted only because of an aya or two, or because of a very small 
number of ayas. They didn’t convert because the Prophet (*), for example, 
read the entire Qur’an to them, explained the entire Qur’an to them, taught 
them the sciences of hadeeth, or taught them the principals and branches 
of figh. 


Also, many of them, despite the very small knowledge that they 
had and the very short period of time that they spent with the Prophet (#) 
(sometimes only a few hours), after going back to their tribes or villages 
and delivering what they knew of the message of Islam there, their entire 
tribes or villages would convert to Islam. 


Therefore, for example, if all you know is the account of Islam on 
the story of Maryam (Mary) and Eassa al-Maseeh (Jesus Christ) (Allah 
bless them and grant them peace), or if all you know is some of the Prophet 
Muhammad’s miracles (*#), such as giving life to dead people or feeding 
thousands of people with food that’s not enough for one person, tell your 
non-Muslim acquaintances about them, and this alone may be a reason 
behind triggering interest towards learning more about Islam inside their 
hearts, and they may eventually convert to Islam later on after spending 
time on learning more about it on their own. 


Non-Muslims won’t ask you about the Pillars of the Salat 
or the branches of figh 


In order to be able to invite a non-Muslim to Islam, all you have 
to do is to master only the topic that you are going to discuss or teach. For 
example, if the topic is “Jesus in Islam” or “the hijab,” then just master 
these topics (by reading detailed books about them for example) and you’ll 
be ready. 


What does “Jesus in Islam” have to do with the principals and 
branches (oossool and fooroo’) of figh or the sciences of hadeeth (for 
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example)? If I sit with a Christian brother® and discuss the topic “Jesus in 
Islam” (for example) with him, will he ask me about the Pillars (Arkan) of 
the Salat (for example)? 


Even in the case of inviting Muslims to Islam, one does not need 
to be a scholar before he can remind his Muslim brothers about Allah, 
invite them to Islam, or correct their wrongs. 


For example, if your child smokes, are you saying that you cannot 
correct him or tell him that it’s wrong to smoke because you’re not a 
scholar? Or, if all you are going to do is inviting your daughter to wearing 
the hijab, for example, then it’s not true that you first need to memorize 
the entire Qur’an, learn the sciences of hadeeth, and learn the principals 
and branches of figh before you can do that. Imam al-Nawawi (Allah have 
mercy on him) said: 
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In addition, the one who commands and forbids [must] be 
aware of what he commands to and what he forbids from, 
and this differs depending on the thing (.e., the topic): If 
it’s of the apparent obligations and the widely-known 
prohibitions, such as the salat (1.e., prayer), the siam (ie., 
fast), the zina (i.e., fornication or adultery), intoxicants, 


8 Christians are our brothers in humanity, not religion. I’m clarifying this just so no ignorant or fanatic 
Muslim attempts to distort the image of my knowledge and my books by quoting such phrases from 
my books. 
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and the like, then all of the Muslims are scholars in them. 
However, if it’s of the dageeq’ acts and sayings, or of 
what requires ijtihad,'° then the common people have no 
access to it and cannot disapprove of it; rather, it’s for the 
scholars, and the scholars, on their turn, then disapprove 
only of what has been unanimously agreed on. As for 
what has been differed in, then there’s no disapproving of 
it in it because, in both the opinions (i.e., the opinion that 
approves of it and the one that disapproves of it), the 
moujtahid [scholar]" is right [either way], and this is the 
chosen [opinion] of many of the examiners (researchers) 
(i.e., scholars) or most of them. !* 


Consequences of telling Muslims that they cannot invite to 
Islam before first becoming scholars 


Teaching Muslims that they need to learn and master everything 
about Islam before they can invite to it, actually will do damage to Islam 
and to the da’wa because it will decrease the number of inviters, freeze the 
da’wa, and slow down the spread of Islam. 


Even if one learns everything about Islam, he’ll still give wrong 
answers or come across questions to which he will have no answers 
because no one will ever reach perfection or perfect knowledge, know 
everything, or give answers that are always right no matter how 
knowledgeable he’ll become. 


Therefore, instead of preventing Muslims from inviting others to 
Islam by telling them to first learn everything or become scholars, we 
should tell them the following: discuss only the topics that you currently 
master, and if you face a question to which you have no answer, just tell 


° i.e., subtle, obscure, delicate, sensitive, critical, difficult, complicated, etc. 
'0 Titihad: intensive researching done by well-versed and specialized scholars. 
"| Moujtahid: one who does ijtihad. 


'2 That is, whether a moujtahid gives the right answer or not after doing his best to find the 
right answer, he’ll be rewarded for his effort either way as the Prophet told us (he’ll be 
rewarded once if he gives the wrong answer, and twice if he gives the right answer). 


'3 Al-Nawawi, Sharh Saheeh Muslim, vol. 2, p. 23. 
Sex 


the questioner that you’ll get him the answer later because you currently 
don’t know it, or use a scholar’s tongue or brain to answer it on your behalf 
by giving him, for example, a book that a scholar wrote to answer this 
question in detail. 


Inviting to Islam increases one’s knowledge and eaman 
(faith) 

Previously, I mentioned that there’s a type of zakat called “the 
zakat of knowledge,” that it is obligatory like any other type of zakats, and 
that it gets paid off by doing da’wa, teaching or spreading the good 
knowledge that one has gained through learning. 


I also mentioned that paying off this type of zakat also increases 
one’s knowledge like the zakat of money (for example) does to the money 
of the spender or payer. 


Da’wa (or teaching in general) increases the inviter’s knowledge 
because it helps him teach himself by himself, and self-teaching is the most 
powerful way of learning and increasing knowledge.!4!5) 


During the course of da’wa, you’! come across questions that you 
have never heard of before, and you’ll spend all your time and effort on 
finding the answers, which will increase your knowledge and may, after 
some years, make you better (in terms of knowledge) than many of the 
students of sharee’ah themselves (excluding the part of memorizing the 
entire Qur’an and thousands of hadeeths off by heart of course). How 
many are the teachers who learn new things thanks to their students. 


Not only will your knowledge increase thanks to da’wa, but also, 
it will become deep-rooted in your mind and heart thanks to repetition. 
That’s why, for example, mouftis (scholars of fatwa) memorize a huge 


'4 By “self-teaching,” I don’t necessarily mean that you open books and learn from them 
on your own. Even going to scholars and asking for their help (i.e., answers) is self-teaching 
because you are willingly seeking the knowledge and even spending your time and effort 
on achieving that, which is way much better than seeking a knowledge only for certificates 
or only because this is what your parents or teachers at school want. This is the difference 
between self-taught (or self-sought) knowledge and dictated knowledge. 


'S For more information on this point, refer to my book that’s about the psychological secrets or ways 
of persuading people into converting to Islam while doing da ‘wa. 
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number of fatwas off by heart because of repeating the answers (or 
fatwas)'° a lot. 


Not only will your knowledge increase when you will do da’wa, 
but even your eaman will increase as you will do da’wa. You'll also 
become addictive to it because it will give you a very sweet feeling, and 
the sweetness will increase over time because your eaman will increase as 
well. 


We do what we can with what we master, while knowing 
our limits 


In conclusion, delivering the message of Islam is obligatory on 
every Muslim and does not necessitate a high level of knowledge. 
However, we must know our limits and keep silent when we get asked 
about something about which we have no knowledge; that’s because shar’i 
(i.e., religious) knowledge is a trust, and fabricating in it is like fabricating 
things against Allah and making Him say what He hasn’t said, which is a 
big sin.!” 


'© Literally, the word “fatwa” means “opinion” or “consultation.” 


'7 Refer to scholars’ commentaries on Qur’an 7:33. 
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4. “I CANNOT INVITE NON-MUSLIMS TO ISLAM 
BECAUSE I HAVE SINS” 


The act of inviting to Islam in itself is an atonement for your 
sins 

Islam teaches that doing good works atones for sins, including the 
big ones, '® and leads to Paradise. No doubt, inviting non-Muslims to Islam, 


not just is a good work, but it’s also among the good works that please 
Allah the most. 


The texts that talk about sins, the atonement of sins, or how good 
works atone for sins and lead to Allah’s pleasure and Paradise, are many; 
therefore, I may leave this topic to another book related to the concept of 
salvation in Islam for example. But for example, Allah says: 


SE Ga ted Oy 
Verily, good works take away the bad ones [off a person’s 
slate]. (Qur’an 11:114) 


The Prophet (#) also says: 


Avoid [the anger of] Allah wherever you may be, and 
follow a bad work with a good one, [and] it will remove 
it. And mix with people with a good character (i.e., with 
good morals).!? 


'8 This includes shirk (polytheism) too because towheed (monotheism) is a good work that 
atones for it. A good work can be done with the limbs as well as the heart, and not just the 
limbs. Eaman (faith) and towheed are among the good works of the heart, and they can be 
interpreted into the reality with the limbs too if there’s no obstacle (such as a physical harm 
or a murder threat for example). 


!9 Al-Beihaqi’s Shou ‘ab al Eaman, hadeeth 7662; Al-Tabarani’s Mou’jam Kabeer, hadeeth 
296; Ahmed’s Mousnad, hadeeth 21354; Al-Darimi’s Sounan, hadeeth 2791; Al- 
Tirmithi’s Sounan, hadeeth 1987; among others. 
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You do not need to be fully guided before you can invite 
non-Muslims to Islam because guidance comes from Allah 
alone, not from you nor from anyone else 


Allah uses righteous Muslims, disobedient Muslims, and even 
non-Muslims to support or aid His religion, not only righteous Muslims. 
“He that lacks a thing, cannot give it””’ is a famous proverb, but not an aya 
nor a hadeeth. 


When it comes to da’wa, even if you totally lack guidance, it’s not 
you who will be giving the guidance anyway, but Allah, because guidance 
comes from Allah alone. 


One proof for this is what happened with the Prophet Nooh (Noah) 
(%) for example; he invited to Islam for hundreds of years, yet only a few 
people believed in him. Does this mean that the Prophet Nooh (#) was 
completely without guidance or that he was a big sinner? Some prophets 
did not even succeed in converting only one person. 


Allah also told the Prophet Muhammad (#8) that he wouldn’t be 
able to guide whomever he liked because Allah guides only the ones whom 
He wills (see: Qur’an 28:56), does this mean that the Prophet (#) lacked 
guidance because he could not convert everyone he wanted or invited? 


Another proof for this is that, even if you’re not a Muslim, people 
could still convert because of you, whether directly or indirectly; that’s 
because Allah uses anyone He wants as an instrument to guide people to 
Islam with, even if this instrument is not Muslim. 


For example, how many times did it happen that a non-Muslim 
would spread lies against Islam to distort its image, but then many non- 
Muslims would convert to Islam after they would double check his claims 
and find that Islam is the truth? 


Even the Muslims who would hear of his lies would become more 
religious and their certainty and faith in their religion would increase after 
double-checking his claims. 
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Another example is a story I once heard of a Muslim that 
converted his non-Muslim friend while they were drinking alcohol in a 
nightclub: They were drinking, and then the Muslim said to his non- 
Muslim friend, ““You know what? I shouldn’t be doing this because my 
religion forbids it.” 


His non-Muslim friend then asked out of curiosity, “What kind of 
religion is that that forbids alcohol? What’s your religion?” And this led 
to a conversation about Islam that eventually converted his non-Muslim 
friend to Islam. 


Even the Prophet himself (#) said that Allah sometimes supports 
His religion using disobedient people (including non-Muslims): 
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Verily, Allah [would] support this religion with a fajir 
man, 7122] 


If you read the context of this long hadeeth, the Prophet (#) was 
referring to an apostate, not even a Muslim, and that apostate even died 
after defending Islam and Muslims with his weapon. In other similar 
hadeeths, the Prophet (#) also said: 


2 
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21 Al-Boukhari’s Saheeh, hadeeth 2897; Ahmed’s Mousnad, hadeeth 8076; Muslim’s 
Saheeh, hadeeth 220; Al-Nassa’i’s Sounan Koubra, hadeeth 8832; Ibn Hib-ban’s Saheeh, 
hadeeth 4518; Abi Awana’s Moustakhraj, hadeeth 133; Al-Tabarani’s Mou’jam Owsat, 
hadeeth 3393; Al-Tabarani’s Mou’jam Sagheer, hadeeth 336; Al-San’ani’s Mousan-naf, 
hadeeth 9573; Al-Daremi’s Sounan, hadeeth 2559; among others. 


2 Fajir: disobedient, sinning, dissolute, profligate, wanton, lewd, immoral, etc. 
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Allah is going to support this religion with men who are 
not part of it.23!4) 
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Allah is going to support this religion with men who are 
not part of it. 
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Allah supports this religion with men who are not part of 
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It’s not hypocrisy if you invite to something good while 
doing the opposite of it 

It’s not true that, if you say something and do what’s opposite of 
it, it’s hypocrisy; that’s because this is not the correct definition of 
hypocrisy. Hypocrisy (nifaq - 314) is saying something while believing the 
opposite of it inside of you. 


However, if you’re doing the opposite of it while believing that 
what you’re doing is wrong and you should not be doing it, then this is 
called “tagseer.”?" 


For example, if you believe that you should give charity, and you 
do not give charity, that’s taqgseer. Whereas, if you believe that charity is 
something bad, wrong or silly (for example), but you do it in front of others 
or tell others that it’s good and that we should do it (in order to look 
righteous to them for example), then this is the hypocrisy. 


3 Ibn Hib-ban’s Saheeh, hadeeth 4517; among others. 
>4 Literally, “...who have no share [in it].” 


25 Ahmed’s Mousnad, hadeeth 20454; Al-Tabarani’s Mou’jam Owsat, hadeeth 2737; 
among others. 


26 Al-Tabarani’s Mou jam Owsat, hadeeth 1948; among others. 


27 Taqseer (+243): failure to do what ought to be done, falling behind, etc. 
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Islam commands us to invite to what’s good and to 
disapprove of what’s wrong even if we are sinners 


In short, scholars say that falling in sin does not exempt one from 
the obligation of inviting to what’s right or of disapproving of what’s 
wrong. They also ask, “Who doesn’t have sins?” 


That is, if you wait for the day on which you’ll be perfect and 
without any sins, this day will never come. Also, if only angels can invite 
to good or disapprove of what’s wrong, then da’wa will die and no one 
will ever do da’wa. 


Among the proofs for all of this is the following hadeeth related 
by Anas Ben Malik (Allah be pleased with him): 


oP By ey Ga Se Gopal HEY abt Ips yt 


sho sping ale ti) Leo a Sys Ju oll ae go Suh 
si bug Kith  ghiy alu iglatid by yal gp 


KAS” 


We said, “Messenger of Allah, [should] we not command 
what is right until we have done it, and not forbid what is 
wrong until we have avoided it all?” So, Allah’s 
Messenger (*) said, “Rather, command what is right even 
if you have not done it all, and forbid what is wrong even 
if you have not avoided it all.” 


What about the ayas and hadeeths that condemn the ones 
who do the opposite of what they preach? 

In short, some of them are not even talking about Muslims, but 
hypocrites who were pretending to be Muslims, such as in the case of 
Qur’an 2:44 where a group of non-Muslims were inviting others to believe 
in Islam (which is what’s meant by “bir” according to the commentators) 
while they themselves disbelieved in Islam. 


28 Al-Tabarani’s Mou jam Owsat, hadeeth 6628; among others. 
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As for the other texts, they are condemning the sin, not the act of 
disapproving of the sin itself. For example, if one doesn’t drink 
intoxicants, and tells others not to drink them, then he’s not doing the 
opposite of what he’s preaching because of having other sins, and those 
texts are not referring to him. 


However, if he drinks them, and tells others not to drink them, if 
he enters Hell, it’1l be because of not stopping drinking them, not because 
of the act of disapproving of drinking them itself. Imam al-Qourtoubi said: 
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It’s not required of a prohibitory to be of integrity 
according to the scholars of Sunnah (ahl al sunnah), 
contrary to the people of bid’ah who say, “None [can] 
change it (i.e., what’s wrong) except a person of 
integrity.” This is invalid, for integrity is limited to a small 
number of people, and commanding [to doing] what’s 
right and forbidding what’s disapproved of [by Islam] is 
common among all people.” And if they hang on to His 


2° “Common among all people” can mean that all people are obliged to invite to what’s 
good and forbid what’s wrong, or that this must be done with all people (i.e., all people 
must be invited to what’s right and forbidden from what’s wrong). If Imam al-Qourtoubi 
meant the second meaning by this, this means that he meant to say that, since all people 
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saying, “Are you commanding people to [doing what’s] 
bir and forgetting yourselves?”*° and His saying, “It is 
most hateful, to Allah, that you say what you do not do,”?! 
or the like, then it can be said to them: The dispraise, here, 
is for committing what he (i.e., the prohibitory or doer of 
da’wa) has been forbidden from doing, not for forbidding 
[others] from doing what’s wrong (disapproved of). 
There’s no doubt that [the act of] forbidding [others] from 
doing it (i.e., what’s wrong or disapproved of), [when it 
comes] from someone who does it (1.e., the wrong thing), 
is [something] uglier than [when it comes] from someone 
who [forbids it and] does not do it, and this is why he 
circles in Hell as a donkey does with a millstone [as the 
Prophet said in a hadeeth], as we clarified in Al-Baqara at 
His saying, “Are you commanding people to [doing 
what’s] bir and forgetting yourselves?” 


Not correcting others’ mistakes is a sin even if you make 


those mistakes by yourself 


If a Muslim cannot invite to Islam because of having sins, then no 


one should ever invite to Islam because who does not have sins? In the 
Qur’an, we read how Allah got angry at a group of people because they 
used to not correct others’ mistakes even though they themselves used to 


make them as well: 


glad IGG if O98 SS oe Opaues Vig 


They used to not forbid one another from a disapproved 
act that they did. Verily, evil was what they used to do. 
(Qur’an 5:79) 


must be invited, and since people of integrity are few, if only the people of integrity can 
invite, then not all the people will be invited because the number of the people of integrity 


won’t be enough to cover everyone. 


30 Qur’an 2:44. 


3! Qur’an 61:3. 
32 Al-Qourtoubi, Al Jami’ li Ahkam al Our’an, 3:21-22. 
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In his commentary on this aya, Imam al-Qourtoubi said: 
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The well-versed ones among the scholars also said [that] 
it’s not required of a prohibitory to be sound (safe, far) of 
sin (wrongdoing, disobedience); rather, sinners [must] 
forbid one another. Some fundamentalists also said [that] 
it’s a must on those drinking [intoxicants] to prohibit one 
another [from drinking], and they quoted this aya as a 
proof.*? 


Imam al-Nawawi also said: 
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The scholars said [that] it’s not required of a commander 
[of doing what’s good] or a prohibitory [of doing what’s 
wrong] to be of a perfect state [and] obeying (following, 
observing, keeping, complying with, abiding by, etc.) 
what he commands to [doing] [or] avoiding what he 
forbids from. Rather, he must command even if he is 
inconsistent with what he commands to [doing], and must 
forbid even if he is red-handed with what he forbids from. 
Therefore, two things are obligatory on him: that he 


33 Al-Qourtoubi, Al Jami’ li Ahkam al Our’an, 5:79. 
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commands his own self and forbids it, and [that] he 
commands others and forbids them. And if he violates 
(disturbs the balance, breaks, etc.) one of them, how can 
he violate the other one?** 


Inviting to Islam is not the sin, but concealing the truth and 
not inviting to it 

That’s for two reasons: First, it’s compulsory on every Muslim to 
invite to Islam as [ve proven in the previous pages. And second, 
concealing the truth is forbidden in Islam; Allah said: 
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Indeed, those who conceal what We sent down of clear 
proofs and guidance after We made it clear for the people 
in the Scripture - those are cursed by Allah and cursed by 
those who curse. Except for those who repent and correct 
themselves and make evident [what they concealed]. 
Those - I will accept their repentance, and I am the 


Accepter of Repentance [and] the Merciful. (Qur’an 
2:159-160) 


In his commentary on this aya, Imam al-Qourtoubi said: 
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34 Al-Nawawi, Sharh Saheeh Muslim, vol. 2, p. 23. 
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Allah has informed [us] that the one who conceals what 
was sent down of demonstrations and guidance is cursed. 
[The scholars] have differed on the intended [people] with 
that: It was said, “The scholars of the Jews and the 
scholars of the Christians who concealed the matter of 
Muhammad (#5). The Jews also concealed the matter of 
stoning [of adulterers in the Torah].” It was also said, 
“The intended [person] is anyone who conceals the truth, 
for [the aya] is general about everyone who conceals a 
knowledge of the Religion of Allah that is required to be 
spread, and this is made clear in his saying,** ‘He that gets 
asked about a knowledge [that he knows], and conceals it, 
Allah will bridle him with a bridle of fire on the Day of 
Resurrection.’” 26137) 


The sin of hiding the truth (or any good knowledge in general) 
becomes greater if the person who is hiding the truth is a scholar and not 
just a common person. For details, refer to the following ayas and the 
comments of scholars on them: 2:174, 3:187, 5:63. 


35 That is, the saying of the Prophet (#4). 
36 Al-Qourtoubi, Al Jami’ li Ahkam al Qur’an, 2:159. 


37 The hadeeth has several sanads (chains of relaters) and close matns (texts, readings or 
versions), and can be found in, for example: Ahmed’s Mousnad, hadeeths 7561, 7930, 
8035, 8514, 8623, 10425, 10492, 10605; Al-Beihaqi’s Shou ’ab al Eaman, hadeeths 1612, 
1613; Abu Dawood’s Sounan, hadeeth 3658; Ibn Hib-ban’s Saheeh, hadeeths 95, 96; Al- 
Tabarani’s Mou jam Kabeer, hadeeths 8251, 10089, 10197, 10845, 11310; Al-Hakem’s 
Moustadrak, hadeeths 344, 345, 346; Ibn Maja’s Sounan, hadeeths 264, 266; Ibn Abi 
Sheeba’s Mousan-naf, hadeeths 26453, 26454; Al-Bz-zar’s Mousnad, hadeeths 9297- 
9300; Abi Ya’la’s Mousnad, hadeeths 2585, 6383; Al-Tirmithi’s Sounan, hadeeth 2649, 
among others. 
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Inviting to Islam will help you leave the sins that you are 
committing and will help you become a better Muslim 


If one has a certain sin or is addicted to a certain sin, and he invites 
to Islam, the guilt and embarrassment that he will feel inside of him for 
not practicing what he invites to, will make him repent sooner or later and 
without anyone asking him to. 


In addition, inviting to Islam will increase one’s love for Islam, 
and the more one loves Islam, the better he’! follow it because love is one 
of the greatest motivators of human behavior. 


In addition, inviting to Islam increases the inviter’s eaman, and 
the stronger one’s eaman gets, the weaker Satan’s influence, power, 
control and domination over him will get, which will also decrease the 
inviter’s sins and get him closer to integrity and closer to Allah. 


In addition, during an inviter’s work, he’ll meet like-minded 
inviters and befriend them, and since inviters are mostly righteous people, 
they’ Il pass along their righteousness to him and aid him or influence him, 
over time, towards becoming more righteous and towards getting farther 
from sins. 


Not only does inviting to Islam decrease the inviter’s sins, 
but it also increases his good works 


Inviting to Islam has positive effects even on the inviter himself. 
For example, as I explained earlier, it increases his knowledge, it increases 
his eaman, it weakens Satan’s influence and control over him, it decreases 
his sins, and it increases his good works. 


That is, da’wa improves an inviter’s behavior in general, and 
makes him less harmful, more righteous, more pious, and a lover of good 
for all creatures. 


It also increases his love towards good or righteous people, and 
makes him like being in their company more, and it motivates him to be 
an aid for them in doing and spreading what’s good. 


That’s because when someone likes something (da’wa in this 
example), he also likes whoever likes it or does it too, and enjoys being in 
their company, and also enjoys aiding them in spreading it to all people. 
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However, if one doesn’t invite to Islam, he won’t find any 
significance in inviting to Islam or spreading anything that is good in 
general, and he won’t feel anything towards those who like it or do it or 
even towards those who may benefit from the good that they get invited 
to. 
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5. “INVITING TO ISLAM CAUSES FEAR, 
HATRED, TENSIONS, DIVISIONS AND 
SECTARIANISM” 


Banning inviting non-Muslims to Islam and preventing 
non-Muslims from hearing the truth is a big sin that angers 
Allah 


I heard that, in some Muslim countries, inviting non-Muslims to 
Islam is considered a crime punishable by jail. Preventing Muslims from 
inviting non-Muslims to the truth through means such as imprisonment or 
even torture to death, and not letting non-Muslims to even search for the 
truth on their own through flooding them with thousands of distractions 
that consume all their time and energy, prevents people from Allah’s path, 
and prevents millions of innocents from hearing the truth, and is a big sin 
that angers Allah no matter what excuse is used to justify banning inviting 
to Islam, if such a ban really exists or if such doings really take place. 
Among what Allah said about this big sin is the following: 
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Verily, those who disbelieve in the ayas of Allah, unjustly 
kill the prophets, and kill the ones who enjoin equity 
among people: give them the good news of a painful 
torture. (Qur’an 3:21) 
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Verily, those who disbelieve and hinder [others] from the 
way of Allah, have wandered far astray. (Qur’an 4:167) 
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Verily, those who disbelieve spend their wealth in order 
that they may debar [others] from the way of Allah. They 
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will spend it, then it will become an anguish for them, then 
they will be conquered. Those who have disbelieved will 
be gathered to Hell. (Qur’an 8:36) 
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Those who love the life of the world more than the 
Hereafter, and debar [others] from the way of Allah and 
would have it crooked: such are far astray. (Qur’an 14:3) 


giS Ue ical B5b Wide GAGS; dd recs Gb igching ig4aS Gull 
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For those who have disbelieved and have been debarring 
[others] from the way of Allah, We will add torture on top 
of the [common] torture for them because of the 
corruption they used to cause.** (Qur’an 16:88) 


seat CN ASI a Juste ob Fodic  aghdl Id yily... 


...And you will taste the ill [torture] because of debarring 
[others] from the way of Allah, and yours will be a great 
torture. (Qur’an 16:94) 


2a7% 
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Verily, those who disbelieve and prevent [others] from the 
way of Allah and oppose the Messenger after the guidance 
has become clear to them, they will cause no harm to 
Allah, and He will make their works come to nothing. 
(Qur’an 47:32) 


38 i.e., preventers of good and spreaders of corruption will get a greater punishment. 
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Verily, those who disbelieve, prevent [others] from the 
way of Allah, and then die while being disbelievers, Allah 
will not forgive them. (Qur’an 47:34) 


Nn. 


If inviting to religion is banned because it causes hatred, 
then inviting to politics should be banned as well because it 
causes a greater hatred 


If someone wanted to cause hatred, division or chaos in a country, 
even if all of the inhabitants of this country were atheists or had no 
religious beliefs at all, he would still be able to find many ways to do so, 
such as through the differences in nationalities, races, languages, and 
political directions. 


I haven’t double-checked if inviting to Islam is banned in some 
country or not, but if there is such a thing, then if the rulers of a country 
have banned inviting to Islam under the justification that it causes 
sectarianism, then why have they not banned inviting to their political 
directions as well? Why do they give “political da’wa’” day in and day out 
on their TV channels? Doesn’t politics cause hatred and divisions as well? 
Throughout history, politics has caused more hatred and deaths than 
religions (including the man-made religions). 


In short, they invite to their political directions because they 
believe that this raises people’s awareness. If this is true, then it’s not 
religion or politics that causes hatred, but ignorance or the lack of 
awareness. 


Inviting people to the truth narrows, in the long run, all the gaps 
and closes all the doors on the face of an enemy. Why? Because the more 
people are invited to the truth, the more their awareness will be raised, and 
the less likely they will commit what their religion forbids even if it’Il be 
against their national, racial or political interests. 


This means that, in the long run, inviting a society to the truth will 
actually make it more united and stronger, not the opposite. Not raising 
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people’s awareness is what makes them ignorant, fanatical and racist for 
their races, languages or even religions. 


The real cause of fear and hatred is ignorance that’s caused 
by a lack of understanding that’s caused by a lack of 
communication and discussion 


Man fears the unknown. Without direct communication and 
discussion with the followers of the other religions, he’ll believe any 
rumor (no matter how silly, wrong or illusive) that he’ll hear about them 
and their beliefs, and this will create more ignorance, more lack of 
understanding, and more fear and hatred. 


What causes hatred is not the truth itself, but other things such as 
arrogance, envy, violence and inviting to the truth in a wrong way. For 
example, many a times, I would hear Muslims making fun of non- 
Muslims’ beliefs or even cursing them while inviting them to Islam. 


This is like asking someone to be your friend while swearing at 
his mother. How will this not cause hatred or, at least, repellence? 


However, if done in a proper way, inviting to Islam can never 
cause hatred or sectarianism because Islam teaches nothing but good 
things, and why would good cause hatred? 


For example, if you invite someone to eating healthy food, why 
would this make him hateful to you? It will make him hateful only if your 
way of inviting or teaching is wrong. 


For example, if you tell someone, “You are fat. You are ignorant 
and stupid. I know better than you. Let me teach you and show you what 
food you should eat instead of this funny food that you eat,” then even 
inviting to food can be a cause of hatred, not because of the food or the 
information itself that you’re inviting to, but because of your way of 
inviting or teaching. 


Regarding arrogance, fortunately, arrogant people are always a 
very small minority in any society. Why should the vast majority of people 
in a society be deprived of hearing the truth because of these countable 
people? Even if the vast majority hear the truth and do not accept it, they 
won’t have hatred towards it or towards its followers. 
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During the time of Allah’s prophets, these arrogant and envious 
people used to spread the same lies against Allah’s prophets in order to 
prevent people from listening to them. 


For example, they used to claim that their message would divide 
families and cause hatred between parents and their children. Did this stop 
Allah’s prophets from inviting people to the truth? Never. 


Has banning inviting non-Muslims to Islam made things 
better or worse? 


Banning inviting to Islam has prevented the good inviters (i.e., the 
real scholars and experts) from giving the invitation, which has cleared the 
way for other, ignorant or violent ones to do it in their place. 


Because of this, non-Muslims have only gotten farther from Islam 
because of these people’s wrong information and wrong inviting methods, 
and Muslims now think that their inviting methods are the only ways to 
invite to Islam because this is all they have been seeing for the last few 
decades. 


They have also become sinking in ignorance because these people 
have been the only sources of information for them for decades; whereas, 
the real scholars have been buried by the fake ones because they either fear 
for their lives or they simply don’t get as much media coverage as the fake 
ones do (from abroad). If this does not stop, this will create even worse 
inviters, and things will only get worse over time. 


Not only has preventing the real scholars from working freely has 
gotten non-Muslims and Muslims farther from Islam, but it has even 
gotten Muslims farther from one another. 


Because of the spread of ignorance that has been caused by the 
banning of raising true religious awareness, now even the followers of the 
same religion fight one another for reasons that don’t even exist. 


If Muslims sit with one another and have open dialogues 
witnessed by millions of people, will any fanatic be able to spread lies or 
distortions and fool anyone anymore? 


But how will they, in the first place, dare to sit and discuss their 
commonalities (or even differences) and stop fearing one another (after 


Bee 


removing the “fear of the unknown” with awareness) if they will be thrown 
into jail if one of them were to only ask the other, “What is your religion?” 
or “What is your math-hab (1.e., school of thought)?” 


In short, banning talking about religion in some countries has led 
to a lack of correct understanding of the other side, and has increased 
stress, fear and hatred between the elements of the same society. 


This increase in stress, fear and hatred, if not solved by 
communication, good inviting and true religious awareness, will create 
nothing but violence and harm sooner or later. 


Proper invitation to Islam increases love, not the opposite, 
even if the invitee does not accept the invitation 


For two reasons: First, it raises awareness, and awareness removes 
the causes of stress, fear and hatred, which will raise relief and the sense 
of closeness and brotherhood. 


Second, when an invitee sees that you are inviting him because 
you are afraid for him and wish the best for him just like you are afraid for 
your own children and wish the best for them, this will also better the 
relationship between you two. 


Invite him in a humble way and out of love and brotherhood and 
because you wish him the best and want him to be saved from the Fire, 
and he will have no other choice but have more respect and love for you 
even if he does not accept your invitation. 


Preventing inviting non-Muslims to Islam is not love, but 
selfishness and harm 


Saving someone from getting hurt or harmed can never cause 
hatred (or anything else that’s negative) if one does that in a proper way. 
If you see, in this world, a brother who is about to fall onto a fire and burn 
and get hurt, would you not attempt to save him? If you don’t attempt to 
do that, or even prevent others from attempting to help, then this is not 
love, but selfishness and harm, and may even be a sign of a lack of the 
least degree of mercy and humanity. 
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6. “I CANNOT INVITE TO ISLAM BECAUSE ?M 
SHY AND AFRAID, AND FEAR SUFFERING 
FROM A PAIN OR A HARM” 


There’s no victory, success or achievement without a 
hardship, a pain or a cost 


Whatever you want to achieve in this life, it’I] cost a certain degree 
of sacrifices or pains. Nothing good or of a value is for free in this world. 
But the good thing is that we’ll be rewarded for any pain (no matter how 
small) that we’ll suffer from during our life, whether the pain will be for 
da’wa or any other good work. Allah says: 


SoS VOLS ote fs 
Is [it not true that] the return for goodness [will be] 


nothing but goodness? (Qur’an 55:60) 


Patience over hardships, harms, troubles or pains is a good 
work that atones for sins and leads to Allah’s pleasure and 
Paradise 
The Prophet Muhammad (#*) says: 
Ya (Ga asl) ee V5 (pe esl) eg 8 Ge! Cnet 
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A believer gets afflicted with no illness, fatigue, anxiety, 
sadness, harm, or gloominess, [or] even [with something 
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as small as] a thorn that he gets pricked with, except that 
Allah will atone of his sins*? with them.*° 


Shyness, stress or fear will go away on their own after the 
first experience or over time 


That’s because da ’wa is like anything else that you do for the first 
time in the world, such as driving a car, marriage, or work: on the first day, 
you feel shy and stressed, and then you do the act while closing your eyes 
and yawning out of boredom. In another book, I’ll also share with you a 
few psychological tricks or secrets that will help you to reduce shyness 
and stress to a very high degree (in sha Allah). 


Inviting to Islam makes the inviter under the protection of 
Allah from the harm of people 


For example, this can be seen in the stories of the messengers of 
Allah that are mentioned in the Qur’an. The following very quick 
examples are taken from the stories of the Prophet Nooh (Noah) (*), the 
Prophet Moossa (Moses) (#8), and the Prophet Eassa (Jesus) (#): 


Cael ag hg CASS Atlas GUM gas yay aR OSS 
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But they denied him, so We saved him and those with 
him in the ship, and made them viceroys [in the land], 
while We drowned those who denied Our ayas. See, then, 
the nature of the consequence for those who had been 
warned. (Qur’an 10:73) 
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3° “Of his sins” and not “all of his sins” because not all sins get atoned for only with 
hardships. For example, Islam says that nothing can atone for the sin of shirk (ie., 
worshipping someone or something other than or along with Allah) if one has not repented 
from it first. 


40 Al-Boukhari’s Saheeh, hadeeth 5318; Al-Beihaqi’s Shou’ab al Eaman, hadeeth 9371, 
Ibn Hib-ban’s Saheeh, hadeeth 2905; Ahmed’s Mousnad, hadeeth 8027; among others. 
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So Allah warded off from him the evils which they 
plotted, while a dreadful doom encompassed Pharaoh’s 


folk. (Qur’an 40:45) 


[Mention] how Allah said, “Jesus, son of Mary, remember 
My favor upon you and your mother: how I supported you 
with the Holy Spirit ... and how I _restrained_the 


Children of Israel from [harming] you...”*! (Qur’an 
5:110) 


The Prophet Muhammad (#) also taught Abdullah Ben Ab-bas that, if one 
preserves Allah, Allah will preserve him: 


Of de casey fa lets... ail Bad! Ase & 
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Young man, preserve Allah and He will preserve you. ... 
And know that, if the [entire] nation were to gather for 
benefitting you with something, they won’t [be able to] 
benefit you except with something [that] Allah has written 
(destined, ordained, etc.) for you, and [that] if they were 
to gather for harming you with something, they won’t [be 
able to] harm you except with something [that] Allah has 
written for you. ...”” 


41 Islam teaches that God raised Jesus Christ (#8) to heaven while being alive (in body and 
soul, not just in soul as some Muslims claimed out of ignorance), and saved him from death 
and murder (whether on a cross or through any other means). For details, refer to my book 
that’s about Jesus Christ (#4) in Islam. 


® Al-Beihagi’s Shou’ab al Eaman, hadeeths 192 & 9529; Al-Tabarani’s Mou jam Kabeer, 
hadeeths 11243, 11416, 12988; Ahmed’s Mousnad, hadeeths 2669 & 2763; Al-Tirmithi’s 
Sounan, hadeeth 2516; Abu Ya’la’s Mousnad, hadeeth 2556; among others. 
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And the meaning of “preserve Allah” is “preserve the deen (i.e., 
religion) of Allah [by following its commandments, staying away from its 
prohibitions, defending it and inviting to it]” as scholars explained in their 
commentaries on this hadeeth. 


This is also similar to the following aya which says that, if one 
helps (defends, grants victory to, aids, supports, etc.) Allah (i.e., Allah’s 
deen), Allah will help him: 


AAAS Cody Saad Al lgped Of Ipial Gai LEI G 


Believers, if you help Allah, Allah will help you and 
strengthen you. (Qur’an 47:7) 


The following two ayas are additional proofs that Muslims who 
invite to Islam are under the protection of Allah: 


LARS SUNY pbghied ged J) ke) US ow Ulasl dy 


We sent before you (i.e., Muhammad) messengers to their 
people. They brought them clear proofs. Then We took 
vengeance on those who were criminal [of them] (..e., 
who disbelieved and denied the messengers), and it was 
incumbent upon Us to help the believers. (Qur’an 30:47) 


But someone may ask, ““Weren’t there messengers of Allah who 
got harmed and even killed? Weren’t there scholars who got killed? What 
about them?” 


Murder was an exception, not the general rule, and took place very 
rarely. The general rule is that a Muslim who invites to Islam will be 
protected, and if he gets killed, then this is an exception that may have had 
a divine wisdom behind it, such as that Allah wanted this person to be 
among the martyrs in order to admit him into a higher level in Paradise. 


43 The phrase for “to help the believers” can also be translated into “to grant the believers 
victory,” “to defend them,” or “to aid them.” 
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Also, if you notice, if murder happens, it does only after an inviter 
has completed his task, which means that it’s Allah who protected him 
until he finished his task, and then He let him get killed in order to leave 
this world as a martyr to give him a much better status and reward in the 
next world. 


For example, if we take a look at the messengers of Allah who got 
killed, we’ll see that they all got killed after they finished their task, not 
before that. And by “they finished their task,” I mean delivering the 
message regardless of whether the invitees accepted it or not, because an 
inviter’s task ends at delivering the message. 


If we take a look at the scholars (or even common inviters) who 
also got killed throughout history, we also see the same thing: they got 
killed after they finished their task, not before. 


Let’s take two examples of contemporary scholars or inviters who 
got killed: Imam Dr. Muhammad Sa’eed Ramadan al-Booti, and 
Translator Abdullah Yusuf Ali (who was the first Muslim to translate the 
Qur’an into English) (may Allah have mercy on both of them).“4 


It’s true that they got killed (regardless of who murdered them); 
however, this happened after they flooded the world with their knowledge 
and works, and after they made millions of copies of themselves. 


Also, their murder may not necessarily had been because of their 
inviting to Islam, but could be for other reasons, such as personal or 
political reasons as was the case with Imam al-Booti (Allah have mercy 
on him). 


Finally, I repeat that this is an exception and not the general rule. 
For example, today, there are thousands of inviters who work freely in 
most (if not all) countries of the world. If one or two got killed over a 
century, this does not necessarily mean that this will happen to everyone 
who’ ll invite to Islam. 


“4 Tn my knowledge, Translator Abdullah was shot to death while he was going somewhere 
in a street, but I’m not sure if this really took place or not as I haven’t double checked this 
account. 
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Muslims who invite to Islam will be protected and saved 
even when a divine punishment will befall their cities or 
societies 


The Qur’an is filled with proofs for this. For example, almost all 
of the stories of the messengers of Allah that are mentioned in the Qur’an 
end with a divine punishment befalling everyone except for the 
messengers (for inviting to the truth or reforming) and their followers (for 
believing in the messengers), and I shared a few quotations from the 
Qur’an in a previous page. 


Another example is the following aya in which Allah explicitly 
said that he saved a group of people, during a divine punishment on their 
society, only because they used to invite people to what pleased Him: 
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But when they forgot what they were preached of, We 
(i.e., Allah) saved the ones who were forbidding what’s 
bad, and hit the unjust ones (i.e., the sinners) with a 
painful torture for the dissolute life that they used to live. 
(Qur’an 7:165) 


In another aya, we are informed that a divine punishment will never befall 
a place whose inhabitants reform: 


Ogbalio’ glaty qlley opi GUE Gly SS veg 


Your Lord would not have destroyed the towns had its 
inhabitants been reforming. (Qur’an 11:117) 


This aya says “reforming (mouslihoon; &s»+-s),” not “righteous 
(salihoon; Os~\-<),” because being righteous alone is not enough to 
prevent Allah’s anger or punishment as we are going to see in the coming 
lines. Another aya that says that inviters to good will be saved is the 
following one: 
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Let there be a nation among you that invites to good, 
commands what is good, and forbids what is bad. Those 
are the saved ones. (Qur’an 3:104) 


The Arabic word falah (7>4) that was used in this aya can mean 
“salvation,” “success,” and “victory.” The salvation mentioned in this aya 
is general; that is, it can be referring to salvation from punishments in this 
world, in the next one, or both together. 


Muslims who refuse to invite to Islam for no legitimate 
excuse may suffer from pains or harms due to a divine 


punishment in this world even if they are righteous 


I talked about this in other places and shared a few proofs for it.* 


Let me add a few more examples here: in his book Al Amr bil Ma roof wal 
Nahi an al Mounkar (Commanding What is Good and Forbidding from 
What is Disapproved of), Ton Abi al-Dounia (823-894 CE) (Allah have 
mercy on him) related: 


Aging js Le Ib cgne 1p059 Lalzad sfleg $6 aul JER comin’ 
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Abu Haz-zan related, saying, “Allah sent two angels to 
the inhabitants of a village, [and commanded them 
saying], ‘Destroy it with everyone that is in it.’ But they 
found a man worshipping in a mosque in it, so one of them 


4 Refer, for example, to my answer to the excuse of not inviting to Islam because of having 
sins, which is found in this short book. For a few more examples, see also my book that’s 
about the dangers and consequences of not inviting to Islam. 
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resorted to Allah, and said, ‘Lord, we have found Your 
slave so-and-so in it, worshipping in his mosque.’ So, 
Allah said, ‘Destroy it*® and destroy him*’ with it, for [the 
color of] his face has never changed for My sake.’”*8 


Mis’ar related, saying, “I was informed that an angel was 
commanded to destroy a village, and he said, ‘My Lord, 
there’s the worshipper so-and-so in it.’ So, Allah inspired 
to him, ‘Start with him, for [the color of] his face has not 
changed for My sake [even] once.’” 

Gosh SL! eG SE a FH DW ylatall 9 F Si meal! oF 
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Ibraheem Ben Amr al-San’ani related, saying, “Allah 
inspired to Yoosha’ Ben Noon,” ‘I’m destroying, of your 
people, forty thousand ones among their goods ones, and 


46 The pronoun “it” here refers to the village because it’s in the feminine form. 


“7 The pronoun “him” here could be referring to the man or the mosque, but it’s most likely 


referring to the man. 


48 That is, “he has never become angry for My anger” or “he has never become angry at 


something that angers Me.” 


49 Yoosha’ Ben Noon: called “Hoshea Ben Nun” in the Bible. Also called “Yehoshua” and 
“Joshua.” Muslim, Jewish and Christian scholars believe that he was one of the disciples 
of the Prophet Moses (Moossa) (#%). A number of Muslim scholars also believe that he was 
a prophet of Allah just like Moses. Two prophets could live at the same time or be assigned 
or sent by Allah at the same time. For example, Abraham (Ibraheem) and Lot (Loot) lived 
at the same time, and so did Jesus (Eassa) and John (Yahya) (Allah bless all of them and 


grant all of them peace). 
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sixty thousand ones among their evil ones.’ He said, ‘My 
Lord, those ones are evil, [but] what about the good 
ones?’°° He said, ‘They have not become angry for My 
anger [even for once], and they used to eat and drink with 
them [like nothing has happened].’” 


SEI Sy JB HELE 3513 Cte JB oe oS Cay U8 
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Wahb Ben Mounab-beh related, saying, “When Dawood 
(David) made that mistake, he said, ‘My Lord, forgive 
me.” He (i.e., Allah) said, ‘I have forgiven it for you, and 
have made its shame upon the Children of Israel.’ He (i-e., 
Dawood) said, ‘How [so], My Lord, when you are the Just 
Judge who never misjudge anyone? I commit a sin, and 
You make its shame upon someone other than me?’ So, 
Allah inspired, ‘Dawood, when you had the courage to 
disobey me [with that sin], they were not quick in 
[interrupting] you with a disapproval.”””! 


There are two types of harm: one that exempts a Muslim 


from the obligation of da’wa, and one that does not 


As for harm, there are two types of it: psychological harm (like 


mockery, denial, rejection, loss of a family member, etc.), and physical 
harm (like killing, wounding of an organ, confiscation of property, 


imprisonment, etc.). 


50 In other words, what did the good ones do or what are you going to destroy them for if 


they are good? 


5! Tbn Abi al-Dounia, A/ Amr bil Ma’roof wal Nahi an al Mounkar, hadeeths 73-76. 
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In the case of physical harms, if one feels that, by inviting to 
something good or forbidding from something bad, he’ll get physically 
harmed, he ceases to be obliged of doing da’wa and becomes free to do 
da’wa or not. Imam al-Qourtoubi said: 
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Ibn Abd Al-Bur? mentioned that the Muslims (i.e., the 
scholars) have unanimously agreed that it’s obligatory to 
change (i.e., correct) a disapproved thing by whoever has 
the ability to do so, and that if changing it will not be 
followed except by a blame that does not go beyond 
[physical] harm, then this must not prevent him from 
changing it. However, if he is not able to [change it with 
his hand], then by his tongue. If he is not able [to change 


> The “u” letter in the word “Bur” is pronounced exactly the same as in the English word 
“but.” 
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it with his tongue], then by his heart [as the Prophet (*) 
said], and there won’t be anything on him if he doesn’t do 
more than that. If he disapproves in his heart, he’ll have 
fulfilled what’s required of him if he’s not able to do more 
than that. He (i.e., Ibn Abd Al-Bur) also said [that] the 
hadeeths that were related from the Prophet (*) regarding 
stressing [the obligation of] commanding [others] to 
[doing what’s] good and forbidding [them] from [what’s] 
disapproved of [by Islam] are too many; however, they 
are restricted to ability. Al-Hasan said, “None is talked to 
except a believer [whose repentance is] hoped or an 
ignorant [who is] to be taught. As for he that lays [his 
hands on] his sword or whip [to use it] and says, ‘Avoid 
me,’ then turn away from him.” Ibn Mas’ood also said, 
“It'll be sufficient of one, if he sees a [thing that is] 
disapproved [by Islam] [and that] he cannot change, if 
Allah knows, from his heart, that he is reluctant of it.” Ibn 
Lahee’ah also related from al-A’raj that Abu Houreira 
said, “The Messenger of Allah (#8) said, ‘It’s not lawful 
for a believer to humiliate himself.’ They said, 
‘Messenger of Allah, how does he humiliate himself?’ He 
said, ‘He subjects himself to a bala’ that he cannot 
endure.’”°> 
esd Soph Sabi 92 GN le Ans FA Yly sth 31 Je 
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Ibn Atia said, “The consensus is solidified at that 
forbidding from a disapproved thing is compulsory on 
whoever can bear it and has felt secure from having 
himself or Muslims harmed (damaged). If he feared [that 
there will be harm], then he disapproves [only] in his 


53 i.e., leave me alone. 
4 Bala’ (+>4): affliction, trial, test, ordeal, distress, calamity, trouble, etc. 


> Al-Qourtoubi, Al Jami’ li Ahkam al Our’an, 3:21-22. 
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heart, and stays away from the doer of the disapproved 
thing and does not mix with him.”** 


However, in the case of psychological harm, no one has an excuse 
not to do da’wa because there will be no escape from this type of harm no 
matter how much one will try to avoid it, and all one will be able to do 
about it will be to try to minimize it as much as possible. 


A Muslim may get held accountable if he does not do da’wa 
because of an unjustified fear 

As previously mentioned, the ayas and hadeeths that command 
Muslims to do da’wa are all restricted to ability and to feeling safe from 
any physical harm. However, if one is sure that there won’t be any physical 
harm, and he neglects doing da’wa only because of fearing people, then 
he may be committing a sin; the Prophet (*) said: 
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On the Day of Resurrection, [each] one of you will be 
asked [about several things], among of which will be: 
“What prevented you from disapproving a disapproved 
thing [by Islam] when you saw it?” [At that time], 
whoever Allah will teach him what to answer with [out of 
His mercy], will say, “My Lord, I wanted Your pleasure, 
but I feared the people.”?’ 


Imam al-Beihaqi related: 


6 Al-Qourtoubi, Al Jami’ li Ahkam al Our’an, 5:79. 


57 Al-Beihagqi’s Shou’ab al Eaman, hadeeth 7167; Ibn Maja’s Sounan, hadeeth 4018; Abi 
Ya’la’s Mousnad, hadeeth 1344; Ibn Hib-ban’s Saheeh, hadeeth 7368; Ahmed’s Mousnad, 
hadeeth 11214; among others. 
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Abu Sa’eed al-Khoudri related that the Prophet (*) said, 
“Let not one of you prevent himself, when seeing 
something that Allah has disapproved of, from saying 
[something] about it. [Otherwise], he will meet Allah [on 
the Day of Judgment] while having missed that, and 
[Allah] will say [to him], ‘What prevented you [from 
disapproving of it]?’ [The man] will say, ‘Fearing 
people.’ [Allah] will then say, ‘I was worthier of being 
afraid of.’” Imam Ahmed (Allah have mercy on him) said, 
“This is regarding the one who leaves it out of fear from 
the blame of people while being able of doing it.”°8 


Fear from non-physical harm should not prevent us from 
doing da’wa, and we should be patient over any hardships 
or troubles that may encounter us during our da’wa 
journey 

If one is sure that there won’t be any physical harm, he should not 


neglect doing da ’wa only because of fearing people; Allah told the Prophet 
Moossa (Moses) (#): 


58 Al-Beihaqi’s Shou’ab al Eaman, hadeeth 7164. The hadeeth can also be found in: Ibn 
Maja’s Sounan, hadeeth, 4008; Al-Tayalisi’s Mousnad, hadeeth 2320; among others. 
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Moossa, do not be afraid; My messengers do not feel 
afraid. (Qur’an 27:10) 


The Prophet (#) also said: 
dake 13) Ge ole Of ti BE Sel ine 9 


Let not fearing people prevent any of you from saying a 
right thing when he knows it.°? 


One is also required to be patient if he got hurt (whether physically 
or psychologically) during his da’wa journey. Allah conveyed to us 
Louqman’s following advice to his son: 


Ue Je pinlg Susi ob alg Bypaaly jalg OCA adi GH & 
Nl aie Se US Oy Shwi 


My son, observe the salat, enjoin what is right, forbid 
what is wrong, and be patient over what befalls you. 
Indeed, [all] that is of the matters [requiring] 
determination. (Qur’an 31:17) 


The Prophet accepted to go through hardships and 
troubles in order to be loyal to you, will you pay the loyalty 
back to him? 


During his da’wa journey, the Prophet (#) went through all of the 
types of physical and psychological harms and pains that you can imagine, 
such as deprivation (e.g., poverty, severe hunger, displacement, life away 
from home and family, loss of dear ones), humiliation (e.g., mockery, 
insults, dirty things put on his head and back while prostrating, etc.), 
wounds, bone-breaks, bleeding, getting stoned, attempts of choking to 
death, attempts of assassination during sleep at night, betrayal (being left 
by many people during critical, existential times), etc. 


%? Ahmed’s Mousnad, hadeeth 11869; Al-Beihaqi’s Sounan Koubra, hadeeth 20180; Ibn 
Hib-ban’s Saheeh, hadeeth 278; among others. 
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But why did the Prophet (#) choose to go through such hardships 
and troubles during his da’wa journey when he could have reached what 
he wanted while being at ease and comfort? 


He did that for several reasons. One of them is to be an example 
for future inviters in case they went through any type of pain or harm, and 
to teach them the art of patience, and most importantly, to teach them how 
to be true slaves of Allah. 


Another reason is to teach us what to do during such times (if they 
were to take place), just like he went through the salat and the hajj (for 
example) in order to teach us or show us what to do during their times: 


del 3p2Bh US Igheo 
Do the salat as you have seen me doing.°! 


Sats) ee Iga 


Take your [hajj] rituals from me.” 


Another reason is that, had he not gone through any hardships or 
troubles during his da’wa, the inviters who were to come after him would 
have thought that they were on the wrong path or that they failed just 
because they went through troubles while the Prophet (*) did not go 
through anything bad. 


For example, they’ I think that they were failing because they went 
through hardships while the Prophet (#) was at comfort, or because they 
became poor while the Prophet (#) did not lose any money or property, or 
because they became displaced while the Prophet (#) stayed in his home 


6 For example, we all know the famous story where the Angel Jibreel told the Prophet (#8) 
that he could crush his enemies with mountains for him if he wanted, but the Prophet 
refused despite the harm that he suffered from. 


61 Al-Daraqoutni’s Sounan, hadeeth 1069; Al-Beihaqi’s Sounan Koubra, hadeeth 3856; 
Ibn Hib-ban’s Saheeh, hadeeths 1658, 2131; Al-Boukhari’s Saheeh, hadeeth 7246; among 
others. 


6 Al-Beihaqi’s Sounan Koubra, hadeeth 9524; Muslim’s Saheeh, hadeeth 1297; among 
others. 
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and lived a secure and a stable life, or because they got humiliated or hurt 
while the Prophet (#) remained respectable and no harm ever befell him. 


Another reason why the Prophet (#) accepted to go through 
hardships or troubles during his da’wa journey was to not distinguish 
himself from his companions who were around him or from his brothers 
who were to come after him. 


That is, he could not imagine a trouble befalling one of his current 
or future followers during his walking on the path, or during his following 
or compliance with his sunnah (i.e., way), or during his journey of da’wa, 
while he himself was enjoying comfort, bliss, soundness or stability. 


That’s why he opted to suffer from anything that any of his 
companions or brothers would suffer from of troubles or pains on their 
way to inviting others to Allah: for example, if it’s poverty, let him be the 
first one to suffer from poverty and deprivation; if it’s mockery and 
humiliation, let him be the first one to be mocked at and the first to be 
humiliated; if it’s displacement and staying away from family and home, 
let him be the first one to go through this. 


This noble and humanitarian intent is also manifested, for 
example, in his digging of the trench and moving of dust on the day of the 
Battle of the Trench: his companions got very exhausted because of the 
digging and moving works on that day, but he insisted on being the one to 
get exhausted the most among them. 


On that day, his companions also suffered from a severe hunger, 
but he insisted on suffering from it more than all of them even though he 
could have very easily asked Allah for food, drink and comfort. 


And when one of his companions (Jabir) was moved by the marks 
of hunger that he saw on the Prophet’s body (#4), and wanted to secretly 
invite him to a very simple food that he kept in his house, the Prophet (*) 
insisted on that all his companions accompany him to Jabir’s house,® for 
he felt that, just like his companions shared with him in the responsibility 
and hardships of da ’wa, they should have also shared with him in any bliss 


63 The story of this miracle is well-known: the food, which was not enough for only two 
people, kept increasing until hundreds of people ate to fullness. 
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that would encounter him or that he would enjoy no matter how small or 
great it was. 


Therefore, the Prophet (#) was at the highest level of loyalty to 
you when he insisted on going through, before you, whatever hardships 
that may encounter you if you were to fulfil your duty of da’wa in your 
life. 


The question now is: Will you pay him back the loyalty? Will you 
walk only a few steps on the road on which his feet bled? Will you prefer 
Allah’s pleasure over something (even if little or small) of the comforts 
and securities of your life? 


Hardships of da’wa cannot be totally avoided, but they can 
be minimized to a great degree if one chooses other inviting 
(da’wa) methods 


For example, in another book, in sha Allah, I’m going to prove, in 
detail, that gifting printed books is the easiest and best way to deliver the 
message of Islam in all terms (money, time, effort, physical harm, 
psychological harm, etc.) and in all times. Therefore, if you invite to Islam 
through this method, you may never go through any hardships, and if you 
did go through some of them, they’!l be minimized to a great degree and 
almost non-existent (in sha Allah). 


Even if we do not do da’wa, we will still go through 
hardships or pains 


In short, there’s no escape from hardships or troubles because they 
are a divine sunnah (law) that everyone must go through during their lives 
in this world, including the prophets and chosen ones. Allah says: 


eSB oe WE Gud fos Ss Sy EI ilbGs of gee Gl 
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Or have you thought that you would enter Paradise before 
the likeness [of hardships] of those who passed away 
before you comes to you [too]? Suffering and distress 
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touched them, and they were shaken, until the Messenger 
and those who believed with him would say, “When is the 
victory of Allah?” Verily, the victory of Allah is close. 
(Qur’an 2:214) 


pig aSan igdate Spall Gur ghey ily M1 1G of Le ol 


Or have you thought that you would enter Paradise before 
Allah knows those who struggled among you and knows 
the patient? (Qur’an 3:142) 
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Have people thought that they would say, “We have 
believed,” and not get tested? We have tested those who 
[came] before them. Allah is going to know those who 
have been truthful and He is going to know the liars. 
(Qur’an 29:2-3) 


If we do not do da’wa, we will suffer from worse 
psychological and physical harms and pains 


I talked about this in detail in my other book that’s about the 
dangers and consequences of not inviting to Islam on the individual and 
the societal levels. But for example, if we do not do da’wa, the lack or 
shortage of awareness caused by the lack or shortage of da’wa will cause 
us to go through worse hardships and pains, whether on the societal level 
or on the individual level. 


For example, on the societal level, the lack or shortage of 
awareness that’s caused by the lack or shortage of da’wa may cause civil 
wars. It may also cause the oppression of peoples (such as poverty, stealing 
of rights, etc.) by corrupted politicians who don’t have fear of Allah due 
to growing up in environments that lacked piety and religious awareness. 
Divine punishments may also hit a society only for neglecting or deserting 
da’wa. 
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On the individual level, for example, an individual may live a 
harder life due to not having enough awareness that enables him to live 
properly and avoid hurting his emotional, psychological and physical well- 
being. 


For example, due to the lack or shortage of da’wa among many 
women, they get easily tricked by bad ideas or beliefs that some feminists 
promote (regardless of whether on a good will or not), and end up living a 
harder, more painful and more exploited life. 
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7. “WE SHOULD FIRST REFORM ALL OF THE 
MUSLIMS BEFORE WE INVITE NON-MUSLIMS 
TO ISLAM” 


Are you better or wiser than the Prophet himself (#)? The 
Prophet’s society itself had sinful Muslims in it (and even hypocrites), and 
some of them even used to commit big sins like drinking intoxicants. Did 
this prevent or stop the Prophet (*) from inviting non-Muslims to Islam? 


No doubt that reforming Muslims is something very important for 
the Muslims as well as the image of Islam itself, but if you wait until all 
Muslims are reformed, the time will never come because this will never 
happen. 


Also, even though reforming Muslims is very important, inviting 
non-Muslims to Islam is even more important because non-Muslims 
commit a sin that Allah has promised never to forgive, which is shirk (i.e., 
polytheism). 


Whereas, a Muslim, even if he entered Hell for a certain sin that 
he committed (whether it be small or big), a time will come when he’ll get 
out of Hell and enter Paradise no matter how long his stay in Hell will be. 
In other words, Muslims at least have the minimum requirement for 
salvation. 


Not only that, but also, Muslims get invited to Islam by hundreds 
of thousands of imams or sheikhs at least once every week during the 
Friday congregational salats (i.e., worships) in mosques all around the 
world. 


Whereas, non-Muslims almost have no one to invite them to Islam 
because Muslims who invite non-Muslims to Islam are almost non- 
existent in the world. So, I cannot stress enough how great the need for 
having Muslim inviters of non-Muslims to Islam is, especially that there 
are about 5,000 million (or five billion) non-Muslims in the world today, 


64 See for example: Qur’an 4:48. Refer also to my book that’s about Towheed (Islamic 
monotheism) and the Trinity Doctrine in the Bible for more information on this topic. 
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and this number may double in only a few decades. We need millions of 
Muslim inviters. 


Our Christian brothers spend billions of dollars every year on 
missionaries and spreading Christianity; whereas, Muslims spend nothing 
at all on spreading Islam. Isn’t this a big shame on us? Some may say, “I 
don’t have a government’s budget to spend such huge amounts of money 
on spreading Islam.” 


The answer: Islam is the fastest-growing religion despite of the 
fact that da’wa is totally dead in the world. In other words, no need for 
spending billions of dollars to achieve what our Christian brothers have 
been trying to achieve for decades and with tens of billions of dollars. All 
we need is to add our humble, individual efforts, and this will be enough. 


2 5A: 


8. “I DO NOT HAVE FREE TIME FOR INVITING 
NON-MUSLIMS TO ISLAM” 


Do you think current inviters have it? No, but they create it. If you 
love something, you’ II make time for it. Refer to my book that’s about the 
best two methods to spread Islam and you’ll learn how to invite hundreds 
of thousands of people to Islam while you sleep, let alone while being 
awake. 


But regardless of what you’re going to learn and apply from that 
book, most inviters don’t do da’wa because they have free time, but 
because they make time for Allah. 


For example, when the Prophet (#) walked, for days, 80 
kilometers to al-Ta’if to invite its people to Islam, it was after his wife 
passed away and he had four daughters to feed or look after. 
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9. “INVITING NON-MUSLIMS TO ISLAM 
(DA’WA) NEVER WORKS” 


Is it really true that inviting to Islam never works? 


If it is true that inviting to Islam never works, then how come tens 
of thousands of non-Muslims convert to Islam all over the world every 
year? This includes Europe where non-Muslims are (in my personal 
experience) the least receptive to Islam, its mentality and its lifestyle. 


Are you better than the Prophet himself? Nothing happens 
overnight 


Yes, there are many who would convert in less than a week, but 
I’m now talking about the big results. If you want big results, you’ ll have 
to be persistent and patient like the messengers of Allah were. 


The Prophet himself (#8) worked, suffered and sacrificed for years 
before his invitation (da’wa) started to really work and he started to reap 
the fruits of his effort. 


At first, only a countable number of people converted at his hands. 
But then, big numbers would convert on a daily basis and even without a 
direct intervention on his part. 


Inviting to Islam is like planting seeds: you plant the seeds today, 
and start to see the results and reap the fruits of your effort months later, 
not on the same day. 


If it’s permissible to liken da’wa to doing business, it is like any 
other business in the world: if you start a business, customers won’t come 
right on the first day and you won’t start to make sales (at least the big 
sales) right on the first day. 


It takes time before people decide to come to your store and buy 
from you or try your products, because they first like to develop a trust 
towards you, your business and your products by double-checking your 
reputation and the quality of your products, and by looking at the 
experience of your current customers with you and your products. 
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Similarly, people spend weeks on reading books before they trust 
Islam and become sure of the reputation, quality and benefit of Islam, and 
before they decide to change something as big as their religion or religious 
beliefs into something else. 


Have you tried with other people? 


Many say that, even if you give da’wa for 60 years, the person 
won’t respond. In this case, why don’t you try with another person? There 
are billions of people, and just because this person has not responded, it 
doesn’t mean that the reaction of all people will be the same. 


I assure you that there are hundreds of millions of people who 
would happily accept our invitation and convert if we would just open our 
mouths, clarify things to them, and invite them properly. 


Of course, if you’re going to insist on converting none but the two 
non-Muslim acquaintances that you’ve been inviting for the last ten years 
without getting a result, then you’re never going to convert anyone. You 
need to invite new people. Look for new people. 


Have you tried with the same person more than once after 
giving him enough time to think or change his mood or 
circumstances? 


For example, if someone refused to accept your offer today, he 
may accept it three months later if you were to invite him again. A “No” 
answer is not necessarily for you or Islam, but can also be for the invitee’s 
current mood, status or circumstances. A person’s circumstances, and 
sometimes even the person himself, change all the time. 


Have you tried other inviting (da’wa) methods? 


What if the problem is in your way of inviting and not in the 
person himself? I know people who have been giving da’wa in the right 
way for many years, and hundreds of people converted to Islam because 
of them. If you want a different result, choose a different invitation 
(da’wa) method. 
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For example, you’ve spent the last ten years of your life trying to 
convert people over the Internet, but it never worked or maybe worked 
only once or twice every five years. 


Despite of this, you still insist on repeating the same mistake and 
choosing the same method till now. As it’s said, it’s foolish to repeat the 
same thing over and over again, get the same result, and yet expect a 
different result every time. 


In another book, I have compared all of the da’wa methods on all 
levels and have proven that distributing printed books for free is the best 
way to invite anyone to Islam at all. 


In that book, you’ll also learn new ways to convert thousands of 
non-Muslims with almost no cost at all (in terms of time, effort and 
money) and even while you sleep (whether in your bed or even your 


grave). 


In another book, I’ve also shared important psychological 
information and techniques that’ll enable you to raise your conversion 
rate® and convert the highest possible number of people for the lowest 
cost (in terms of time, effort and money) regardless of what inviting 
method you’ll use. 


Perhaps Allah is preventing instant good results from you 
for this reason 


It could be that Allah is not giving you instant results (quick 
converts) in order to test your sincerity and truthfulness, and to see whether 
or not you really deserve the honor and reward of having made converts. 


As a Muslim, you know that converting someone to Islam is like 
giving birth to a new child, and that whenever he (or any one of his 
descendants or the people that he was able to convert at any point in history 
even after his death) will do any good deed at any point in history (until 


6 Conversion rate: rate of success, or the proportion of invited non-Muslims that will 
eventually convert. In Marketing, “conversion rate” is the proportion of people that will 
eventually buy from you among all the people to whom you marketed or advertised or 
promoted your product. For example, if I marketed or promoted a product to 100 people, 
and 8 of them bought it from me, then my conversion rate was 8%. 
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the end of the world), you will be rewarded (along with him) for his good 
deed too as though you did the good deed you too. 


Not only that, but sometimes, converting one person is more than 
just giving birth to a child, but can sometimes be like giving birth to a 
nation because some converts (or one or more of their descendants) 
convert hundreds of people in their turn too, and all these converts, along 
with their descendants and converts up until the end of the world, will be 
on your scale of good deeds too on the Day of Judgement.® 


Therefore, converting only one person to Islam (even after long 
years of failed, depressive, hard or painful da’wa) is a very huge and 
profitable achievement that we should never underestimate and that not 
everyone deserves unless they first prove the opposite with their hard 
work, persistence and sincerity. 


As a saying goes, “Beginnings are for everyone, but endings are 
for the truthful.” Only the truthful remain until the end, and only the 
truthful deserve the good results and the good reaping of the rewards of 
their good and hard work in the end. 


The reward of converting people to Islam is very exceptional; 
therefore, only exceptional people will deserve it and attain it. 


Never be concerned with the results and always be no more 
than a postman 


Even if it’s true that inviting to Islam never works, our task is only 
to deliver the message; what happens next is not our business. On the Day 
of Judgment, Allah won’t ask me, ““Why did you not convert that person?” 
but only, “Why did you not invite him?” 


Delivering the message of Islam is like delivering post mail: a 
postman puts the letters in the mailboxes and then leaves. His task ends 
here. What happens to the letters afterwards is not his business and he 
never gets asked about it. 


6 For more information or details about this topic, refer to my book that’s about the benefits 
of inviting non-Muslims to Islam. 
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People may accept the content of the letters or even burn them 
before opening them, but this still won’t change the fact that the postman 
has done his job, that he will be rewarded (paid) for it, and that he won’t 
be asked about people’s reactions over the letters after they received them. 


To become more apathetic over people’s negative reactions or 
rejections to your invitation, do not just deliver the letter and quickly move 
on like a postman, but also act like you aren’t aware of the content of the 
letter at all. 


Don’t care about the reaction of the one who’ll open the letter, but 
just put the letter and quickly move on to the next box (heart), unless, of 
course, the recipient himself stopped you and asked you for more 
information while being sincere and interested and while having an open 
mind and an open heart. 


I know that, as Muslims who wish the best for our non-Muslim 
brothers and sisters, we will not be able to perfectly follow this mentality 
and we will still feel sad whenever one of them will reject our invitation. 


However, trying to follow this apathetic mentality will lower our 
sensitivity and decrease our pains to a great degree, and will save us from 
a lot of depression, sadness and anger, and will even protect our mental 
and physical well-being in the medium and long run. 


Finally, if the majority of humanity have rejected Allah and His 
messengers, then who are me and you to never get rejected and to always 
get welcomed or accepted with open and warm arms? 


Guarantee the number of converts that you want by always 
working with the “1%” mentality 
Why do many inviters (da’ees) get frustrated and lose hope, 


enthusiasm and interest? Because their rate of success is very low to the 
extent that they think it doesn’t exist at all. 


Here’s my advice: if you want to guarantee making at least one 
convert in your life, invite at least 100 people and you’ll guarantee the 1 
convert (in sha Allah) regardless of your inviting method. 


This doesn’t mean that the rest will never convert, because many 
of them may convert years later. But if you work with this mentality, you’ ll 
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at least avoid depression and the loss of hope, and you’ll guarantee a 
minimum rate of success, a minimum amount of achievement, or a 
minimum number of converts. 


In other words, if you want to guarantee 10 converts, invite 1,000 
people during the course of your entire life, and you’II make at least 10 
converts (in sha Allah) even if you choose the worst inviting method there 
is in the world among the good or proper methods. 


Also, don’t get me wrong; the conversion rate is much higher for 
all methods, but I’m only telling you to follow this mentality so that you 
don’t lose hope and enthusiasm as happens with many inviters over time. 


And by the way, the conversion rate, by nature, is low in 
everything and not just in inviting to Islam. Experts in Marketing know 
this and work based on this all the time. 


For example, any seller, marketer or promoter of any product in 
the world (such as soap for example) knows that, if he wanted to sell at 
least 10 items of his product, he would have to promote it (or showcase it) 
to at least 1,000 people. 


This is the same with all the businesses or stores that are in your 
neighborhood too for example. For example, let’s say 1,000 people live in 
your neighborhood and there’s one televisions store in the neighborhood. 
How many people of your neighborhood will buy from this store every 
day? Ten? That’s 1% conversion rate. 


Therefore, as you can see, the conversion rate of any product in 
the world is very low by nature, and Islam is like a product that we are 
promoting like normal marketers. 


This is why, by the way, Ill share with you very important 
information related to psychology, persuasion and marketing in the other 
book that I talked about in a previous page, because inviting to Islam or 
promoting Islam is not different from marketing and promoting of 
products, and because this will raise your conversion rate and make you 
much more converts (in sha Allah) in the short as well as the long run. 
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You will still be rewarded even if da’wa will never work for 
you 

In short, the texts that mention that Allah will reward us for every 
good work that we will do are many. Allah says that He created us to 
worship Him (literally, to do ebada), and the scholars have defined ebada 
(i.e., worship) as being any act that pleases Allah, such as seeking 
knowledge through reading books (for example), making money through 
halal means to support your family members, or even smiling at other 
people’s faces, and not just the Salats (i.e., the five obligatory daily 
prayers) as some Muslims think. 


And surely, inviting people to good and forbidding them from 
wrongs is a good work and an act of worship. In fact, it’s one of the acts 
that make one among the closest to Allah as I detailed in the book that is 
about the benefits of inviting to Islam. 


Even disbelievers will be rewarded for their good works; if their 
wrong beliefs won’t help them to get out of Hell,’ their good works will 
at least lighten their punishment because there are different levels of 
punishment in Hell just like there are different levels of bliss in Paradise, 
and what level of Paradise or Hell that a person will enter will depend on 
Allah’s mercy and then the person’s beliefs and amount of good and bad 
works in this world. This is another topic that I may talk about in a separate 
book in the future. 


67 Scholars are divided into two groups regarding the length of torture in Hell for 
disbelievers. A group says that it’ll be eternal, and the other group says that it’ll be 
temporary (regardless of the length of the stay). There’s no room to discuss this topic now; 
I may share their opinions in a separate book in the future (in sha Allah). 
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this is why, whenever talking about a shar’i or a fiqhi matter, I do not 
express my personal opinion or give a personal fatwa, but only quote 
scholars or refer to their books. 


With regards to my ageeda (creed), I follow the Ash’ari Creed 
(Aqeeda), which is the aqgeeda of all of the Imams of the Four Sunni 
Schools of Thought (Mathahib): Ahmed Ben Hanbal, Shafi’i, Malik, and 
Abu Haneefa (may Allah be pleased with all of them). 


As for fighi matters, I mainly follow the math-hab (school of 
thought) of Imam Abu Haneefa: the Hanafi Math-hab. 


I also mainly follow the scholars who graduate from al-Azhar al- 
Shareef (located in Egypt), but I also respect, love and learn from all of 
the Muslim scholars and never disrespect (or even throw into trash as some 
ignorant people do) any scholar for having made a number of mistakes, 
whether he be an old scholar or a contemporary one, because our Prophet 
(#)® taught us that scholars are the heirs of prophets, and also because I 
believe that perfection belongs to Allah alone and that no scholar will be 
free of mistakes no matter how knowledgeable he will become, or how 


68 The Arabic sentence “#%” that you’ll see a lot between brackets in my books upon the 
mention of the name of any of Allah’s messengers or prophets, especially the name of the 
Prophet Muhammad (#*), is a prayer that says, “May Allah’s salat and salam be upon him,” 
which means “may Allah bless him and grant him peace.” This prayer is said out of respect, 
and whenever a Muslim prays like this for the Prophet Muhammad (#*) upon hearing his 
name, he is promised to be rewarded by Allah and to have some of his sins atoned for, and 
Allah even sends 10 salats (i.e., blessings, mercies, forgivenesses, etc.) upon him too. 
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close to Allah he will become, or how many followers, students or fans he 
will have. 


Currently, I hold a Bachelor’s Degree in English Literature from 
the University of Aleppo, and have been working in the fields of 
translation and digital marketing for long years. 


I have also been working in the field of da’wa (i.e., inviting [to 
Islam])® since I was about 14 years old, and since then, I have written and 
translated thousands of articles about Islam and translated a big number of 
videos about Islam, but I never put my name on any of the works that I 
finished (and I’m going to explain the reason in the coming lines). 


In the past, I also started translating a number of books about Islam 
for a number of great Muslim scholars, but I never had the time to finish 
them due to compelling circumstances or pressures (such as the war that 
started in my country in 2011 for example), and I also wanted to continue 
my studies or to get a certificate or a degree in an Islamic specialty, but I 
have not had the time or the opportunity for the same reasons too. 


Since my early teenage, I’ve had a great interest in inviting non- 
Muslims to Islam after a certain incident took place with me and changed 
my life forever (I’m going to briefly talk about the incident in the coming 
lines), and after more than 10 years of full-time work in the field of da’wa, 
in addition to attending a big number of courses for a number of great 
scholars, reading a big number of books, and inviting thousands of non- 
Muslims to Islam through different methods, I believe that I’ve been able 
to accumulate a good level of knowledge and experience in this field, at 
least in the few topics that I’ve been able to master by the grace of Allah. 


Because of this, I now would like to transfer my knowledge and 
experience into a very small number of short books, in an attempt to 
preserve them, to automate my da’wa work, to increase the productivity 
of my da’wa work, and to leave an on-going good work (or influence) 
behind me after my death in hope that it will intercede for me before Allah 


® Muslims mostly use the word “da’wa’” (8s¢3), which literally means “invitation,” to refer 
to the invitation given to non-Muslims, and mostly use the word “islah” (¢>4e!), which 
literally means “reformation,” to refer to the invitation given to Muslims, though, whether 
the invitee is a Muslim or not, inviting him to Islam is both an “invitation” and a 
“reformation” at the same time. 
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on the Day of Judgement and be a reason for the atonement of my sins and 
my admission to His Paradise. 


Also, in hope that my short and few books, which are going to be 
only on the very few topics that I’ve been able to master (by the grace of 
Allah), will be of benefit to truth-seekers as well as to Muslims who work 
in the field of da’wa. 


What was it that turned the Researcher Adel Sherbati from 
a teenager whose last concern was inviting to Islam into a 
researcher and into an author and a translator of Islamic 
articles and books? 


The answer is “Allah” of course. But what was it that Allah used 
to motivate a teenager to dedicate all his time and effort to seeking 
knowledge (in depth) and to serving and spreading Islam (and not just to 
practicing Islam)? It’s a shock that I had during my childhood or early 
teenage: 


During my early teenage, I used to exchange real hand-written 
letters, via the post office, with many pen-pals who came from different 
parts of the world. At that time, inviting to Islam was not one of my 
secondary interests, let alone the main ones, and I used to do pen-paling 
only because it was something new and entertaining to me. 


However, in around the year 2005 CE, one of my pen-pals, who 
came from a non-Muslim Asian country and spoke three languages (the 
third of which was English), spontaneously asked me, in one of his letters, 
to teach him about Islam and to answer all the questions that he had about 
Islam. 


At that time, I didn’t know the answers to his questions and didn’t 
even know the mechanisms of finding the answers in the first place (other 
than asking scholars face to face). 


Therefore, I decided to just send him a book or two in one of his 
first two languages instead of teaching him and answering his questions 
by myself. 


However, I was shocked to find that there was not one book about 

Islam in either of his first two languages; all I found, at that time, was a 

translation of Al-Fatiha (i.e., the first chapter of the Qur’an, which is only 
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7 ayas long)” in his first language, and without even a commentary that 


explained or simplified it; and in his second language, I found a translation 
of Al-Fatiha as well as the 30" part of the Qur’an (which is the last part 
and which is only about 20 pages long), and without a commentary as well 
to facilitate understanding it. 


At that time, I had no other option but to send him what I found of 
very little information (few very short and superficial booklets) without 
adding any information from my own. However, this did not teach my 
non-Muslim pen-pal anything about Islam nor did it answer any of his 
questions. 


The shock increased when this incident would be repeated with 
almost every one of my other non-Muslim pen-pals; all of them were 
interested to learn about Islam and had questions about it, but no books 
were available in their main languages, and no answers could fully satisfy 
their questions in the superficial booklets that were available in their main 
languages at that time. 


I had mixed feelings at that time: a big shock mixed with a big 
disappointment and also mixed with a big sense of shame. Why? Because 
I couldn’t believe that none of the hundreds of millions of Muslims, who 
have lived at least in the Arab world alone since the time of the Prophet 
Muhammad (#) and up to this day, have not translated just ten detailed or 
comprehensive Islamic books into just ten languages (especially the non- 
Muslim languages or the languages whose majority of native speakers are 
non-Muslim). 


I compared this to what our Christian brothers (in humanity) have 
done with their religious books: Whenever a book came out, even if it’s 
about a secondary topic, they would make it available in at least 70 
languages. Some Christian scholars wrote hundreds of works, each of 
which was translated into at least 70 languages. 


What about the Holy Bible? It was translated into more than 2,000 
languages even though the New Testament alone is three times lengthier 


70 An “aya” is a verse in the Qur’an (Koran). It’s better to not translate the word “aya” into 
“verse” because a verse is a line in a poem, and the Qur’an is not poetry (see, for instance, 
Qur’an 21:5; 37:36; 52:30; 69:41). The literal translation of the word “aya” is “sign,” 
“proof” or “miracle.” 
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than the Qur’an (Koran). And after they ran out of the languages, they 
translated it into the dialects. 


For example, let’s say that there are five Arabic dialects: Syrian, 
Egyptian, Lebanese, Moroccan and Jordanian. This means that now you 
can read the Holy Bible in the standard (formal) Arabic as well as in any 
of these regional dialects. 


Compare this with the translations of the Qur’an: The Qur’an is 
Islam’s most important book, just like the case is with the Holy Bible in 
Christianity. Into how many languages has the Qur’an been translated so 
far? 


Only about 50 languages, and most of them are even without a 
commentary, even though the Qur’an is only about one-third of the length 
of the New Testament alone as I just mentioned. 


What’s more than that: The Qur’an was translated into English 
(the most popular non-Muslim language for centuries) by a Muslim, for 
the first time, only about 50 years ago. As for the other 50 translations (of 
the other languages), they were made available only less than 20 years ago. 


The question is: if this is the case with the most popular non- 
Muslim language and with the most important book in Islam, then what 
about the less popular non-Muslim languages and the less important 
Islamic books? 


Let’s take another example, but this time for books that are less 
important than the Qur’an: It’s only in the last two years that someone 
started translating Imam Qourtoubi’s tafseer (commentary) on the Qur’an 
into English, and someone else started translating Imam Ibn Hajar’s sharh 
(explanation or commentary) on Saheeh al-Boukhari into English. And 
who are the two translators? British converts. 


They, not only converted to Islam, but also went through the 
hardship of learning the world’s hardest language (which took long years 
of their lives for sure) in order to translate a book or two from it. 


More than 500 million Muslim Arabs lived in this world during 
the last 100 years alone, and English has been the most popular non- 
Muslim language in the entire world for centuries; despite of all this, none 
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of them ever thought of translating such important books from Arabic into 
only English. 


Why? Perhaps the reason is that we’ve been used to consumption 
rather than production for centuries. It could also be life distractions and 
pressures. 


This made me realize that, just like all the previous centuries 
passed like this, the coming centuries will most likely not be different at 
all or at least not very different. 


However, at that time, the idea of translating Arabic Islamic books 
into English (let alone writing books) did not cross my mind for several 
reasons, such as thinking that translation (of anything and not just books) 
is something very hard to do and that only holders of high degrees can do 
(for example), or that it’s at least beyond my age, language skills, or 
qualifications. 


In addition, not all of my pen-pals spoke English fluently and not 
all non-Muslims speak English. Therefore, even if I made some 
comprehensive Islamic books available in English at that time, not all of 
my pen-pals (and not all non-Muslims in general) would have understood 
their content as should be. 


Therefore, at that time, I thought that the best thing that I could do 
was to at least find, in the Arabic Islamic books, the answers to the 
questions that all my non-Muslim pen-pals used to always repeat, and then 
to translate them into English for them, in hope that this at least would 
solve the second problem (i.e., their repeated questions) for the time being 
and as best as possible. 


My humble attempt to fill the first void or to solve the first 
problem 


As a summary of what I had said so far, there are two problems 
that a huge number of inviters (da’ees) to Islam have been facing for 
centuries: not having been able to find completely-satisfying answers to 
all the questions that most truth-seekers repeat (at least not in their main 
languages), and not having been able to find comprehensive books from 
which all non-Muslims (or truth-seekers in general) can learn about Islam 
in detail and in their mother languages. 
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Regarding the first void, one may ask, “Aren’t there no answers 
that have filled the first void yet?” The truth is: not all the questions have 
been answered in a completely-satisfying way, and I’m talking from 
experience after conversing with thousands of truth-seekers. 


On the other hand, the questions that have been answered in a 
completely-satisfying way either exist only in Arabic or they exist only in 
a very limited number of languages. 


My humble attempt to fill this first void is as follows: After 
reading books, answering questions and conversing with thousands of 
truth-seekers for more than 15 years, I gained a good amount of knowledge 
and expertise by the grace of Allah, and thousands of hand-written articles 
were accumulated in my private library. 


I used to keep those articles in my private library and use them 
only for my personal use or only in my personal da’wa work whenever I 
would be asked a repeated question by a non-Muslim brother or a truth- 
seeker. 


Over the long years, the articles would become more polished and 
satisfying by the grace of Allah because of the new criticisms or objections 
that they would get and that would enable me to notice new voids in them 
and to add additional, strong points or proofs to them. 


However, after all those years, I became very exhausted of 
individual da ’wa (or of having individual conversations, whether on paper 
or face to face), of repeating myself for thousands of times, and of 
repeating myself, my work or my effort on a daily basis, and even if I 
wanted to continue doing individual da’wa, I would not have been able to 
do so because life’s increasing obligations and compelling circumstances 
or pressures have consumed all of my energy and time and have not left 
me any free time for the da’wa. 


What could I have done? For many years, I had only two options: 
either I focus my time and energy on pursuing my personal, mundane 
interests and on fulfilling my needs at the expense of ignoring following 
up with all the conversations that I used to get asked to open via different 
channels (such as hand-written letters, emails and face to face 
conversations) almost on a daily basis from truth-seekers interested in 
knowing the truth, or I become selfish, focus my time and energy on 
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fulfilling my needs and the obligations of my life, and ignore my da’wa 
obligation or fail in it. 


I didn’t want to stop my da’wa work or let anything prevent me 
from continuing my da’wa work, whether for a personal need, a personal 
interest, or anything else, because da ’wa is an obligation on every Muslim, 
each one according to his knowledge and capabilities, and truth-seekers 
number in the hundreds of millions, and there’s a big shortage in the 
number of da’ees (inviters) in the world. 


At the same time, I could not go on like this because, just like it’s 
an obligation to invite to Islam, it’s also an obligation to fulfil my needs 
and the needs of my family members. 


What could I have done then? After I realized my big mistake of 
not balancing between the deen and the dunya (i.e., religion and personal, 
mundane life), I thought that the only way to continue my da’wa work 
while having the time for myself and family was to automate my da’wa 
work as much as possible. 


This is why, recently, I’ve dedicated all of my time for compiling 
all of the articles that I wrote throughout the years into books, publishing 
them’’ and then translating them into as many languages as possible (in 
sha Allah), in order to make them available to as many interested truth- 
seekers as possible. 


I hope that, in sha Allah (i.e., God-willing), my books will be 
helpful to truth-seekers because inviting to Islam and conversing with 
thousands of truth-seekers over more than 15 years has enabled me to fully 
understand their mentality and what they need to form a full conviction 
that Islam is the truth. 


I also hope that my books will be helpful to truth-seekers (and 
even to inviters to Islam) in terms of cost because I think that they will 
lower the cost of finding the answers and arriving at the truth (and the cost 
of inviting to the truth) to a very great degree in all terms: time, effort and 
money. 
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™ To publish a book means to give it to “a publisher,” “a publishing house,” or “a 
publishing company” to print it and distribute it to bookstores for sale. 
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I’m very optimistic that my books will be helpful and beneficial 
(in sha Allah) because, before compiling the articles and turning them into 
books, whenever I would use them in my personal da’wa work, they would 
always prove to be instrumental and completely-satisfying, and they 
would always raise my conversion rate” to a very high degree by the grace 
of Allah. 


What about the second void or problem? 


The second problem was lacking comprehensive or detailed books 
about Islam written by reliable Muslim scholars in all non-Muslim 
languages (the popular languages as well as the forgotten ones). 


My articles or books answer repeated questions, but they don’t 
teach Islam in a comprehensive or a detailed way. To learn about Islam, 
one must at least refer to comprehensive or detailed books written by 
scholars if he can’t find a scholar to learn from face to face in his language. 


As I previously said, in addition to writing articles, I also started 
translating a number of books about Islam for great, reliable scholars in 
the past, but never had the time to finish them due to compelling 
circumstances (such as the war for example). 


But even if I now continue translating the books that I started 
translating in the past, and finish them, these books won’t be enough 
because my personal effort will secure only a very small number of 
comprehensive books and only in one language. 


What about the other tens of languages? And what about the other 
tens of books? Translating scholars’ comprehensive books into all the 
languages requires the collective effort of thousands of volunteering 
translators, or a government’s budget that can afford to hire thousands of 
translators to achieve this goal in a short period of time. 


This is why I thought that the only thing that I could do to fill this 
void was to write a book in a certain way that makes it very motivational 


” Conversion rate: rate of success, or the proportion of invited non-Muslims (or truth- 
seekers in general) that will eventually convert. In Marketing, “conversion rate” is the 
proportion of people that will eventually buy from you among all the people to whom you 
will market, advertise or promote your product. For example, if I marketed or promoted a 
product to 100 people, and 8 of them bought it from me, then my conversion rate was 8%. 
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for thousands of Muslims to translate Islamic books, and if the book were 
to succeed in this, a large number of Islamic books would become 
available in all (or at least most of) the languages of the world in a short 
period of time (in sha Allah), including the books that I started working on 
translating them into English in the past but have not found the time to 
finish them yet.” 


The book contains all the information that a Muslim (whether he 
be a translator or even an illiterate person) would need to translate Islamic 
books into other languages, and how to even publish their translated books 
and make them available to the public. 


The book contains many other important and unprecedented 
information as well, such as proofs that gifting printed books is the best 
way ever to invite and convert truth-seekers to Islam,” how to translate 
books with almost no effort (even if you’re not a translator and don’t speak 
a foreign language) and sometimes even with almost no money, in addition 
to some unknown ways to spread printed books to large numbers of people 
with almost no effort at all. 


In that book, I even advised Muslims what books to translate and 
what languages to start with. I also informed them of secret ways through 
which they will be able to increase the sales of their translated books and 
even achieve financial freedom through halal ways (in sha Allah), in order 
to have much more free time for their selves, their families, and their 
da’wa work, and in order to be much more productive in their da’wa work. 


Why have I decided to use my real name in my books 
instead of a pen-name at the last moment? 


As I said before, I’ve been working in the field of da’wa for more 
than 15 years by the grace of Allah. During all those years, I never used 


® You may have noticed that, whenever I would talk about one of my books or refer to it, 
I wouldn’t share its title. I do that just in case I decided to change a title before the 
publication of a book if it hasn’t been published yet. 


74 Tn that book, I have compared all of the available da’wa methods on all levels and have 
proven that distributing printed books for free is the best way to invite anyone to Islam at 
all. In that book, you’ll also learn new ways to convert thousands of truth-seekers with 
almost no cost at all (in terms of time, effort and money) and even while you sleep (whether 
in your bed or even your grave). 
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my real name on any of the works that I finished, whether a work was a 
written article, a translated article, or even a translated video for example. 


It was only when I was in the secondary school that I put my name, 
for the first time, in the end of a video that I translated for one of the great 
Muslim scholars, but after the translated video spread widely, I felt a great 
regret and thought that adding my real name was a mistake and a form of 
hypocrisy and an act whose purpose was only to achieve fame at the 
expense of Islam and da’wa. 


That translated video wasn’t the first time I worked in the field of 
da’wa, but it was the first time I used my real name in. And ever since this 
incident, I never used my real name again and resorted only to using a fake 
name or to never using a name at all, because I thought that doing da’wa 
in secret would be much better, not because I was afraid of someone, but 
only because I thought that this would be better for my ikhlas (sincerity) 
towards Allah. 


My work in the field of da’wa, during all those long years, was 
very secretive that even my parents did not know about it all that time, and 
my close relatives may hear about it for the first time only thanks to the 
books that I’m going to publish (i.e., print) in the near future with my real 
name on them. 


However, when I started to compile my written and translated 
articles into books, and right before finishing writing my first book and 
offering it to publishing houses for printing, I deeply re-thought about this 
and finally decided to use my real name because I remembered a scholar 
who once said that writing Islamic books using fake names is forbidden in 
Islam because religious knowledge is a trust and people must know who 
they will learn about their religion from. 


In other words, if someone writes an Islamic book using a fake 
name, then his truthfulness and trustworthiness may be questionable. 


Also, I thought to myself, “What if, in the future, somebody else 
wrote new books using my same fake name, put words in mouth, and made 
use of people’s trust towards me (or my fake name), and started to mislead 
people in my name?” 
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In such a case, people won’t be able to verify if the writer of those 
new books was really me or someone else, and many of them will be 
misled. 


If attributing books to people who never wrote them happened 
even with some of the great scholars in the past (even if very rarely), why 
would this not happen with someone with a much lower degree and status 
like me too? 


A quick message of thankfulness and gratefulness to Allah 
and then to my parents 


Finally, and most importantly, I pray that my books get accepted 
by Allah, and I thank my parents who, had it not been for Allah and then 
for them, I would not have achieved anything good in this life. 


My Lord, accept all of my good works from me, and bless them 
for me, and make them a reason for the guidance of big numbers of Your 
slaves, and make them a reason for the atonement of all of my sins and of 
all of the sins of my parents, and a reason for our admission into the highest 
level of Your Paradise (Jannah). 


And may the salats and the salam of Allah be upon His Prophet 
Muhammad (#%), the family of His Prophet Muhammad (#), and the 
companions of His Prophet Muhammad (#). Ameen. 


My Lord, I thank you for every cell in my body and for every atom 
in this universe. My Lord, I thank you for all of your favors on me, the 
ones that I know and the ones that I don’t know, the ones that I remember 
and the ones that I forget about. 


My Lord, I thank you for Islam. My Lord, I thank you for enabling 
me to thank you and for granting me the honor of being one of Your slaves 
and one of the servants of Your Religion. 


My Lord, I thank you till You become pleased, when You have 
become pleased, and after You have become pleased. 


My Lord, I thank you for making the timing of writing this last 
line of my first book a blessed timing: the beginning of the athan (call) to 
the Salat (Prayer) of Fajr (Dawn) without any prior planning on my part 
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and while being away from my family and hometown for Your sake and 
pleasure. 


-75 - 


